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what a summer we’ve had! Wall to wall 
sunshine for weeks on end – except 
Bank Holiday Weekend of course! 

Sandra even managed to time her hip operation 
neatly between the issues of Unicorn (that’s real 
dedication!). Once she was off her crutches, 
there was still plenty of opportunity to enjoy 
all the great festivals and dance events.  It was 
a real joy to watch long time favourites and 
discover new artists – the folk scene is definitely 
alive and well!

And now autumn is here and all the clubs and 
dance sides in the Unicorn area are open again. 
This edition is packed with wonderful music and 
dance events for you to enjoy, and as Unicorn 
Magazine approaches its 36th anniversary, we 
thought it would be a good idea to document the 
history of this special magazine – how it all started 
and how things have developed over the years. We 
hope you find it as fascinating as we did.

There are also interviews with two musicians 
based locally – Kelly Oliver and Simon Care – 
and as many CD reviews as we could squeeze in.

As always, your ideas, suggestions and articles 
for the magazine are very welcome. They help us 
make sure we provide the sort of information you 
want. Please keep sending them to us. 

Wishing you all the best for ‘the season of mists 
and mellow fruitfulness’ – with apologies to 
Keats – and (bearing in mind that this issue 
covers December) all the best for the festive 
season!

See you around the clubs.

Sandra & Clive

aUtUMn is a second spring when every leaf is a flower* 
*albert caMUs
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If you fancy dancing North East 
Rapper or Yorkshire Longsword 
or Medieval Buffens join us on a 

Tuesday at 8.30-10pm in the 
Friends Meeting House, Cutty’s 
Lane, Stevenage, SG1 1UP or 

email 
bagman@stevenagesword.org.uk

Wednesday 17th October
The Dovetail Trio

£11 (£10 advance)

Wednesday 14th November
Jimmy Aldridge &

Sid Goldsmith
£11 (£10 advance)

Wednesday 19th December
Lucy Ward
£13 (£12 advance)

 

Linsleighders FDC 
Invite you to dance to the 

 

 

with caller Hannah Moore 
 

Saturday Nov 24 at 8pm 
Wing Village Hall LU7 0NN 

Tickets £10 on the door 
or contact Ann on 01525 376015 

Bring & share buffet: bring your own drinks 

Abbots Langley Winter Acoustic Concerts 
http://www.oldtimetim.com/alwac.htm 

 

Afternoon of Sunday 14th October 2018 at 3pm - £12.00*  
The Collectors 

A new collaboration by Tim Laycock, concertina,  Colin Thompson, fiddle and viola ,  Gill 
Redmond, cello, Ginni Astley, flute, Florence Astley, harp, Gabriel Laycock, French horn, with 

fresh arrangements of songs and tunes collected in Dorset. 
 

Afternoon of Sunday 18th November 2018 at 3pm -  £12.00* 
James Fagan and Greg Russell 

A rare pairing of these two stunningly accomplished singer/string players, who stormed the 
Redbourn folk club early in 2018.  

Not to be missed! 
  

Abbots Langley Community Centre 
Gallows Hill Lane, Abbots Langley, Herts, WD5 0AP 

* Ticket includes tea or coffee & cake in the interval  
advance reservation recommended 

Enquiries to   ALConcerts@gmail.com 
Or call Tim and Lesley Brooks on 01923 264536 
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Did you ever jot down any social dances? Have you 
got some dance descriptions from an event long ago 
sat at home? Buckinghamshire post-grad student 
Chloe Middleton-Metcalfe has just been awarded 
funding for a six month placement at the VWML 
in which to collate information on social dances. 
She is looking forward to hearing from individuals 
who might have collected social dances during the 
twentieth century. This project necessarily excludes 
modern social folk dances with a known author. 
However, it does include dance-games, reeling, and 
couple dances. For further information please e-mail 
chloe.e.metcalfe@gmail.com or library@efdss.org.

Staplers Still Going Strong At Sixty: It is 60 years ago 
this September that the members of several North 
Herts Evening Institute country dance classes united 
one Monday evening in Hitchin and formed Staplers 
Country Dance Club. 60 years later Staplers are still 
meeting in Hitchin on Monday. The membership 
has changed over the years, though one founder 
member is still dancing regularly as are several 
members who joined in the late sixties and every 
decade since up to the present day. To celebrate this 
and meet up with former members no longer living 
in the area or dancing regularly the Club is holding 
a Diamond Anniversary Lunch on Sunday 7 October 
at Hitchin Priory. This follows the Saturday evening 
Diamond Anniversary Dance with Ron Coxall and 3D, 
all old friends of the Club. New friends in the form of 
Gog Magog Molly will be providing an entertainment 
spot. This mixture of old and new is reflected in the 
Club’s dancing. Dances from the Community Dance 
Manuals, Cecil Sharp’s Country Dance Books and 
Maggot Pie, once the backbone of Monday evenings, 
have been supplemented with those from the Apted & 
Fallibroome collections and now we have a wealth of 
modern dances from numerous British, American and 
Continental choreographers to enhance our evenings. 
Staplers welcome new people of all ages to the Club 
to discover and enjoy the friendly, varied, health 
promoting, good fun of social folk dancing. Many 
thanks, Gill Goodman Staplers Folk Dance Club.

Hitchin Folk Club have something different going 
on the afternoon of December 2nd. Martyn Joseph 
is holding a songwriting workshop at The Sun, 2.00 
– 4.30pm. He will talk about the ideology behind his 
songwriting and give some insight into what inspires 
him. He will explain why he believes passionately 
that there is a writer inside us all and will help you 

discover the artist within”. There are limited spaces 
so booking is essential – £14.00 including tea / 
coffee and biscuits.

Watford Folk Club’s Committee  would like to thank 
everybody that came to their Gala Fundraiser on 
July 13th. It was a great evening and raised enough 
to keep them going for some time yet! Special 
thanks go to Steve McClennon, Moses & the Ref, 
Nigel Wesson and na-mara who contributed their 
talent with excellent performances and played 
for no fee – they are extremely grateful for their 
support. Special mention also goes to “Master of 
the Revels”, Julian Mount, who did a sterling job as 
guest MC for the evening.

Watford Folk Club have also always been active in 
promoting new acts on the Folk Scene in addition 
to established artists. So impressed were they 
with this year’s New Roots Finalists that they are 
dedicating two nights to showcase their talents:

•  9th November 2018: Elye Cuthbertson, Ellie 
McCann, Kirsty McLachlan, Lizzy Hardingham.

•  14th December 2018: Clarke Camilleri & 
Sam Brothers.

Also coming up at WFC:
Daughters of Tradition, 16th November: a three 
piece band new to the Folk World. Natasha 
Bojanowski (melodeon, vocals), Jenny Cox 
(whistles, vocals) and Abigail Reid (fiddle, vocals) 
give vibrant and powerful performances drawing 
on rich backgrounds in the folk and Morris worlds, 
with energetic tunes and dances, rich harmonies, 
and a deep rooted love of traditional music. The 
club are looking forward to welcoming them to 
Watford and are really pleased that they have 
chosen Watford to perform their 1st official gig.

Said the Maiden, 26th October. Hannah, Jess and 
Kathy have performed for WFC regularly, become 
great friends of the club and have always given 
great performances. However, things move on 
and this will be one of Hannah’s last gigs with the 
band as she is moving on to a new project. Said 
the Maiden will continue performing and WFC look 
forward to welcoming them back in the not too 
distant future!

Remember to send us your news, for either 
‘Chatterbox’ or ‘Round The Clubs’, and we’ll 
endeavour to feature it in this section
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Sunday lunChTimES
   STONY STRATFORD • Vaults Bar, High Street 
(Weekly, lunchtimes): Jane, 01908 566407

Sunday EVEningS
   WESTON TURVILLE • The Chandos (3rd): 
Roger Dorman, 01296 613742

   MILTON KEYNES • see www.mksessions.blogspot.com 
(Weekly)

   MILTON KEYNES • New Bradwell Sports Club, 
New Bradwell (1st): Patsy, 07932 157610

   ST ALBANS • Great Northern, 172 London Road, 
AL1 1PQ (28th October, 25th November, 30 December, 6.00pm). 
Alison Macfarlane, 01727 852111

   ST ALBANS • Lower Red Lion, Fishpool Street 
(2nd 7.00 – 10.00pm): John Breeze, 07774 909067

   LEIGHTON BUZZARD • The Swan, Northall (1st) 
Richard Chatterley, 07790 023220

    MARSWORTH • Red Lion, 90 Vicarage Rd, Marsworth, 
Tring HP23 4LU  (2nd) 7.30 – 9.30pm. Slow and steady 
folk tune session for beginners and improvers. 
Louise, 07791 651199

monday EVEningS
   ASHWELL • Rose & Crown (1st): 
Ian Chandler, 01462 743091

    CHATTERIS • Chatteris Folk Club, Honest John, 
24a South Park St, PE16 6AR (3rd), Acoustic music 
and song: Keith Cheale, 02354 652868

    SOHAM • Cherry Tree, Fordham Rd (3rd): 
Claire White, 01353 720550

   STEVENAGE • Our Mutual Friend (2nd): Gary Moyle, 
07960 953778

   TOTTERNHOE • Old Farm Inn (8.30pm, weekly): 
Contact, 01582 661294 (pub)

TuESday EVEningS
   ABINGTON PIGOTTS • Village Hall, SG8 0SH 
(8–10.30pm, 3rd, admission £2 per person): 
George Norris, 01763 853062

    AMPTHILL • The Albion, Dunstable Street (2nd): 
Rod Ward, 01763 852 377

   BEDFORD • Burnaby Arms, Stanley St, MK41 7RU 
(last 7.30pm, tunes) Mike Bliss, 01234 308449

    DUNSTABLE • Globe, Winfield St (Weekly): 
Maureen, 01582 512300

    DUNTON • March Hare, Dunton, nr Biggleswade (1st): 
John Pritchett, 01767 448093 (pub)

   GT WILBRAHAM • Memorial Hall Social Club (3rd): 
Dave, 01440 783280

   HEMEL HEMPSTEAD • Leverstock Green Cricket Club, 
24 Bedmond Road, HP3 8LJ (1st Bluegrass and oldtime 
songs and tunes): Chris Lawrence, 01442 215826

   HISTON • Boot, Histon, nr Cambridge (1st): 
Dave Benford, 01223 880553

    MARCH • Georges Folk Club, 61 High Street, PE15 9JJ 
(1st), Acoustic music and song: Mark Gibson, 01354 652868

   RICKMANSWORTH • Conservative Club, Bury Lane 
(2nd): Michael, 01923 770425

    TEWIN • Rose & Crown. (3rd evenings). Acoustic, vocal, 
instrumental. Kit Burgess, 01438 869435

   TRING • Kings Arms, (8.30, 1st, trad Irish songs & 
tunes, led by Chan Reid/fiddle, John Devine/pipes, Neil 
Stanton/guitar): Rob Muirhead (landlord), 01442 823318

   WOOTTON (Beds) • The Cock MK43 9JT (8.00pm, 
broad acoustic & folk): Mike Carter Jones, 01234 768555, 
Pub (Karen), 01234 930034

wEdnESday EVEningS
   BARTON-LE-CLAY • Waggon & Horses (8.30pm, 
fortnightly): Ann, 01582 560815

   BENINGTON (Stevenage) • The Bell (1st): Kit Burgess, 
01438 869435

   CAMBRIDGE • Six Bells, Covent Garden (8.30pm, 
2nd, Bluegrass & Old Time): Jim, 07803 158084

   CHINNOR • Chinnor Methodist Church, 62 Station 
Road, OX39 4PZ (2.00pm to 4.00pm, 2nd , slow and 
steady but fun): Liz 01844 351565

   ELY • Town Folk, The Town House PH, Market St, Ely. 
(2nd and last): Liam, 01353 659614 or 07468 240798 
debrunliam@outlook.com

   HITCHIN • The Plume of Feathers, Stevenage Road, 
Little Wymondley, Hitchin, SG4 7HY (9.00–11.00pm, 
1st , Ramrugge Clog Morris music sessions): Kerry 
07877 930201

   MARCH • March Folk Club, Royal British Legion Club, 
Rookswood, 27 West End, PE15 8DP (3rd), Acoustic 
music and song: Keith Cheale, 02354 652868

   MOGGERHANGER • Moggerhanger Village Hall 
(7.00pm for 8.00pm, 1st): Chris Bashford, 01767 640242

   RADLETT • Cat & Fiddle, Cobden Hill, WD7 7JR 
(8.00pm, 2nd): Nick, 020 8207 3057

   ST ALBANS • The Robin Hood, Victoria Street, AL1 3TG 
(8.30pm, weekly): Alison Macfarlane, 01727 852111

   ST ALBANS • White Swan, Dagnall Street 
(8.30pm, weekly, Traditional Irish Instrumental): 
Rick, 01727 852976

   TEBWORTH • Queens Head, LU7 9QB (4th, free food): 
Richard Chatterley, 07790 023220

   TOWERSEY • Village Hall (7.30 for 8.00pm, 3rd): 
Andrew Leleux, 01296 615160

   WELHAM GREEN • North Mymms Social Club, 
AL9 7PQ (2nd): Alan Francis, 07774 859758

ThurSday EVEningS
   HERTFORD • Great Eastern, Railway Place (3rd): 
Keith Acheson, 07979 841079

   KIMPTON • The Boot (2nd & 4th): 
Doug, 07973 751039, jennerdouglas@me.com

   TOWERSEY • Three Horseshoes (last): 
Grant, 01844 212322

    WOBURN SANDS • Royal Oak (2nd & 4th): 
Vic Longhorn, 01908 582660

Friday EVEningS
   AYLESBURY • Queens Park Arts Centre 
(1st, 3rd and 5th): Amanda Diamond, 01296 424332

   ST NEOTS • Chequers, St Mary’s St, PE19 2TA 
(4th September – future dates to be arranged)): 
Sarah, 07857 311834, ssennett@theiet.org

   STEEPLE CLAYDON • Prince of Wales MK18 2NP 
(2nd, Open Mic): Charlie, 07925 145062

   WELWYN • Brocket Arms (7.30pm, 3rd) 
Doug, 07973 751039, jennerdouglas@me.com

We would strongly suggest checking with the venue / organiser before attending any of the 
below since unfortunately we can’t be held responsible for the accuracy of the information

BALDOCK MIDNIGHT MORRIS WITH WELSH SIDE CADI HA DURING THEIR TOUR OF NORTH WALES

Baldock Midnight Morris
(mixed Cotswold with a bit of Border) invite you

 to join them at their practice sessions on Tuesdays from 8pm
 in the Scout HQ, Park Drive, Baldock SG7 6EN. � en you, 

too, can dance at iconic places like Portmeirion.
For further information phone

Steve on 07950 039132

“It’s jolly spi�  ng 
fun, too!”

144 Baldock Midnight Morris ad V2.indd   1 21/8/18   17:45:55
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october
Monday 1    Club Night • SFDC
Thursday 4    Club night with club caller • NFDC
Sunday 7    Annual Autumn Dance. Caller Ivan 

Aitken with JIP 3pm – 6.30pm, £10 
Bring a plate of food to share • CFDC

Monday 8    Club Night • SFDC
Thursday 11    Club night with club caller • NFDC
Friday 12    Dance • CCD
 12    Melobo with caller Jane Bird • UC
Monday 15    AGM and Club Night • SFDC
Thursday 18    Club night with club caller • NFDC
Saturday 20    Ivel Valley Band with caller Paul 

Garners • BFD
 20    Dance with Mollie and Ali and caller 

Geoff Cubitt • FF
Sunday 21    Family Dance with Ian & Val 

McFarlane and Toucan Play. 
2.30 – 5.30pm • CFA

Monday 22    Club Night • SFDC
Thursday 25    Club night with club caller • NFDC
Friday 26    Dance • CCD
Monday 29    Dance with Colin Hume and Triple 

Minor • SFDC

noveMber
Thursday 1    Club night with club callers • NFDC
Monday 5    Dance with Denise Devonald and 

Carousel Band • SFDC
Thursday 8    Club night with club caller • NFDC
Friday 9    Dance • CCD
Monday 12    Dance with John Green • SFDC
Thursday 15    Club night with club caller • NFDC
Friday 16    Random with caller Nick Walden • UC
Saturday 17    Public Dance with band Chris and 

Julie Dewhurst and caller Bernie 
Culkin. 7.30pm – 10.45pm. Please 
bring a plate of food to share • BFC

Monday 19    Dance with Barry Goodman • SFDC
Thursday 22    Club night with club caller • NFDC
Friday 23    Dance • CCD
Saturday 24    Christmas Dance with Playford 

Liberation Front • LFDC
Monday 26    Club Night • SFDC
Thursday 29    Dance competition • NFDC

deceMber
Monday 3    Club Night • SFDC
Thursday 6    Club night with club caller • NFDC
Friday 7    Dance • CCD
Monday 10    Club Night • SFDC
Thursday 13    Club night with club caller • NFDC
Friday 14    Jam &Crumpet Band with caller Mary 

Panton • UC
Monday 17    Christmas Party • SFDC
Thursday 20    Christmas Party • NFDC
Friday 21    Dance • CCD
Monday 31    New Year’s Eve - The Big Ceilidh: 

Banter with caller Barry Goodman • UC

organisers & venUes

bFC bedford Fine Companions 
Goldington Academy, Haylands Way, Bedford MK41 9BX 

Chris Rutt, 01462 700451, https://finecompanions.wordpress.com

bFd bedford Folk dance Club 
Putnoe Heights Church, Putnoe Heights, Bedford MK41 8EB 

Ron Law, 01234 825 574

CCd Cambridge Contra dance, 
St Andrew’s Hall, St Andrew’s Road, Cambridge, CB4 1DH. 

Hugh Stewart, 01223 368641 www.cambridgefolk.org.uk/contra

CFa Chiltern Folk association 
Amersham Common Village Hall, 24 White Lion Road, Amersham, 
HP7 9JD  Joyce Stace, 01494 727512, www.chilternfolk.org.uk

FF Friday Folk 
Samuel Ryder Academy, Drakes Drive, St Albans, AL1 5AR 

 Bob Barrett, 01727 856508 / 07762 085629, www.fridayfolk.org.uk

lFdC linsleighders Folk dance group 
Wing Hall, Wing, Bucks, LU7 0NN  Elizabeth Corser, Secretary, 
01525 378010, elizabeth.corser@btinternet.com

nFdC northampton Folk dance Club 
Christchurch Hall, Christchurch Road, Abington, Northampton, 
NN1 5LL  Gwynneth Moore, Secretary, 01604 711342 
www.northamptonfdc.wordpress.com

rb roundabouters Country dance Club 
The Friends’ Meeting House, Cuttys Lane, Stevenage, 
Herts SG1 1UP  Lorna Sharpe, 01438 727 239, 
roundabouters@live.co.uk, www.roundabouters.org.uk

SFdC Staplers Folk dance Club 
St John’s Community Centre, St John’s Road, Hitchin, Herts, SG4 
9JP  Gill Goodman, 01462 456811, gillagoodman@hotmail.co.uk, 
www.staplers.org.uk

uC unicorn Ceilidhs 
St Mary’s Hall, Church Street, Baldock, SG7 5AE  Alan Creamer 
01582 724261, 07946 439095, alan@creamer.me.uk, 
www.unicornceilidhs.org.uk

ST ALBANS MORRIS

WE MEET EVERY MONDAY EVENING. MEN AND WOMEN WELCOME 
TO COME AND GIVE MIXED COTSWOLD MORRIS A TRY OUT.

CONTACTS: ANDREW TORRINGTON 01727 833028
OR BOB COMBES 01727 863727

SEE WWW.STALBANSMORRIS.ORG.UK

UM140 SAMM UM3 Ad (colour).indd   1 17/8/17   16:31:26
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when sending in your electronic 
attachments and submissions for either 

this column, Sessions, the Diary, Morris Diary 
or your Adverts (i.e. basically anything you 
send us via email!) please remember to include 
your club / organisation name in the file name 
(and ideally the issue number if possible) so we 
don’t miss anything / get entries muddled up.

Also, if you prepare your ad in Word, please 
save it as a PDF and send it to us in that format 
(and don’t forget to delete the background 
template / don’t include any box outlines).

many thanks!

a note froM Us



photos on this page  by Mike pUgsley

the dovetail trio

in 2018, St Albans Folk 
Festival took place a week 
earlier than in preceding 

years as we decided to move off 
the Albantide weekend when 
major events are organised 
by the Abbey and the District 
Council. The aim was to increase 
audiences for our main events 
on June 16, the Day of Dance and 
the Day of Music. 

18 dance sides took part, with 
most dance traditions being 
represented plus local Irish 
and Indian dancers and visitors 
from Sweden. We had positive 
comments on the day both from 
members of the public and from 
dancers. Christopher Place, 
where Tappalachian and the 
Indian and Irish dancers were 
based, was also well filled with 
spectators and shoppers.

Our Day of Music, consisting of 
free showcase performances, 
goes from strength to strength, 
and the huge amount of 
organisational work done by 
Alison Raymond is clearly 
a key factor in this. In 2015, 
the last year when we could 
use St Albans Old Town Hall, 
we had a single showcase in 
the Court Room. In 2018, we 
had showcases in five pubs 
and Waterstones’ bookshop. 
Although the publicans were 

slightly sceptical when we 
first approached them in 2016, 
they are now very enthusiastic. 
We have increasing numbers 
of singers and musicians 
volunteering to perform to a 
high standard. As Alison has 
announced she wants to stand 
down, we are now looking for one 
or more volunteers to take over 
organisation of the showcases.

In addition to the showcases, 
we had two successful sessions 
in the Goat (the first traditional 
music session there for many 
years) and an Old Timey session, 
a well-established favourite. 
A singaround was held in the 
Courtyard Café, in a back room 
so as not to disturb activities in 
the adjoining Yoga Hall.

Our other major event, the highly 
successful festival concert, 
featured Granny’s Attic and 
the Dovetail Trio and has been 
reviewed separately by Tim 
Brooks (see page 13).

We are trying to gradually 
increase the scope of the festival 
and included a number of other 
events. The ukulele workshop 
was successful and will attended 
as in previous years, while 
Chiltern West Gallery Quire’s 
workshop attracted only three 
people, all of whom had previous 
links with the group.

The Swedish dance workshop 
was unfortunately cancelled at 
short notice – we would like to 
apologise to people who came 
and left disappointed. 

We have also been trying to 
develop activities for children and 
young people. This year, Young 
Miscellany taught its maypole 
dance to interested spectators 
and invited people to join them in 
two further dances. 

Friday Folk held a successful 
open evening on June 15 but 
sessions and singarounds 
scheduled for Sunday June 17 
were poorly attended compared 
with the previous year. This was 
probably because of competition 
with family gatherings for 
Fathers’ Day.

Although our festival is steadily 
expanding, the organising 
committee remains tiny. We 
would be very pleased to 
welcome anyone else who would 
like to join us in organising and 
improving what has become a 
successful small festival. The 
timing will change again next 
year. To avoid clashing with 
Wimborne Folk Festival, we are 
moving to the end of the month, 
so see you in St Albans from 
June 28th – 30th 2019.

Alison Macfarlane

organiser Alison Macfarlane 
had assembled a varied and 
talented line-up for this 

year’s main concert on the Saturday 
evening of this year’s festival.

The concert opened with a 
display of three dances by Spånga 
Folkdansgille, a dance group from 
Sweden, augmented by additional 
musicians from English Miscellany. 
Of special note were an interesting 
figure in the waltz set, and the 
bewildered looks on the reindeer’s 
faces in the reindeer herding dance!

New Roots 2018 finalist Lizzy 
Hardingham, accompanying herself 
on guitar, gave a very confident 
performance of mainly self penned 
material, before ‘Granny’s Attic’ 
took the stage. 

Cohen Braithwaite-Kilcoyne 
(Vocals, Melodeon, Concertina,), 
George Sansome (Vocals, Guitar) 
and Lewis Wood (Vocals, Fiddle) 
showed why they are in such 
demand for festivals around the 
country with a mixed and lively 
set of songs (mostly Traditional) 
and Dance Tunes (penned by 
Lewis). Their diction is clear, their 
harmonies are strong, and they 
have a talent for not allowing the 
instruments to drown out the 
songs, yet add some real drive in 
the instrumental breaks.

The second half opened with 
Watford Folk Club song writing 
competition winner Julian Mount, 
with unexpected backing singer 
Linda Birmingham adding well to his 
performance, helping to emphasise 
the humour in some of the songs, 
the two finishing with his winning 
song ‘Skeletons in my Closet’!

The final act was the award-
winning Dovetail Trio This now well 
established trio (BBC Radio 2 Folk 
Award nominee Jamie Roberts, 
BBC Performing Arts Award winner 
Rosie Hood, and Newcastle Folk 
Degree alumnus Matt Quinn) are 
a three-part harmony group – 
sometimes unaccompanied, but 
mostly backed by Jamie’s brilliant 
guitar work and Matt’s concertina - 
introduced an interesting selection 
of less-well known versions of 
traditional songs from the south 
of England. In particular I enjoyed 
‘The Banks of Green Mossing’, 
and the more familiar (though 
not performed so much recently) 
‘Claudy Banks’. Beautiful!

It was a bold move for Alison to 
put together two such seemingly 
similar trios for her headline 
acts, and yet the differences 
between them were brought out 
by this juxtaposition without either 
appearing inferior to the other. 
It all made for a great evening of 
faultlessly classy music.

The one sour note was the two 
gentlemen who sat themselves 
on the front row either side of the 
centre aisle, and took photographs 
continuously through the first half 
of the concert in a very distracting 
manner. The people in the audience 
around me were all muttering 
about this, but fortunately someone 
spoke to them in the interval, so 
this did not continue while the 
Dovetail Trio were performing. It 
is time in my view for Folk Music 
venues to follow the lead of the 
theatre world and ban photography 
while concerts are in progress.

Tim Brooks
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the Collectors are Colin Thompson violin and 
viola, Ginni Astley flute, Tim Laycock voice 
and concertina, Florence Astley harp, with 

(not shown) Gabriel Laycock on French horn and Gill 
Redmond on cello.

The concept of the group came when Colin 
Thompson and Tim Laycock had an invite from 
Cerne Abbas festival where the Gaudier ensemble 
were having a day when they played folk music – 
interspersed with Tim and Colin doing an hour’s 
concert about the folk songs collected in Europe and 
used by pastoral composers – Vaughan Williams, 
Butterworth and so on.

For this concert they were allowed to use their 
pick of players from the Chamber orchestra. The 
joyful thing about it was that the classical players 
loved doing it – it was such a contrast to the serious 
approach they normally take to music. Being asked 
to cover folk songs was a new experience for them, 
and they loved the history of it.

After the success of that first concert they were 
asked to do another for the Thomas Hardy Society, 
and decided to keep the same theme. They thought 
which instruments they’d like to use, and invited 
people they like who play those instruments. With 
the addition of Ginni, Florence, Gabriel and Gill, The 
Collectors was launched.

They extended the arrangements, and made some 
new ones including locally collected pieces. Dorset 
has around 700 songs, many collected by the 

Hammond brothers from 1906 to 1907. A lot are well 
known, due to the Marrow-Bones books published 
by the English Folk Dance and Song society. They 
have used a few of those songs, but also Hardy 
often wrote about songs and included song lyrics 
in his novels - nearly all of them folk songs. There 
are also poems by Hardy, written in the style of folk 
songs, and one or two of those Tim has set to music, 
providing a local repertoire to add to the more 
general pieces.

In addition, the sets of tunes they play are all Hardy 
ones. Hardy’s father was a fiddle player, and his 
grandfather played the cello. In Dorchester museum 
are three manuscript books from Hardy’s father and 
grandfather – full of country dance tunes and songs, 
and the band have picked out some of the less well 
known ones.

Colin and Tim and the other band members are 
looking forward to developing the arrangements as 
there’s so much music out there, such a choice. 

“Starting with just a tune and a song and then 
developing the arrangement from there, just from 
the start line it’s going to be really exciting.” 

The Collectors will be performing in Abbots Langley, 
Herts on the afternoon of Sunday 14th October. 
More details from:  www.oldtimetim.com/alwac.htm

{This article is a précis of a much longer  
interview published in Folk London}

the collectors
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photo by Mike pUgsley

traffic gave way to music and 
dancing on Wednesday 4th 

July when St Michael’s Street, St 
Albans was closed from 8–10pm 
for the thirty first St Michael’s 
Street Folk evening. The street 
was filled with dancers, musicians 
and spectators. It started in 1988, 
as part of the new two yearly St 
Albans Arts Festival. Initially, 
when Liz Rose approached the 
local residents’ association, the St 
Michael’s and Kingsbury Society, 
it was less than enthusiastic 
about the plan, but the evening 
proved a success. It was decided 
to repeat it the following year 
and it has been held annually 
on the first Wednesday in July 
ever since. It has become firmly 
established in the local calendar, 
with growing involvement of local 
residents, the primary school 
and the church bell ringers. 
The St Michael’s and Kingsbury 
Society is a keen supporter and St 
Michael’s Church puts up a board 
proclaiming that it is proud to be 
part of the evening.

Originally St Michael’s Street had 
four pubs and each hosted singing 
and music. Problems arose when 
the Black Lion closed, meaning 
that a new venue was need for the 
Swan Vesta  Social Club, whose 
anglo-cuban sounds had become 
established in the pub’s car park. 
We approached St Michael’s 
Church which invited them to play 
in its churchyard and this is now a 
highly successful extension to the 
festive area. This means that St 
Michael’s bell ringers are unable 
to hold their usual Wednesday 
practice, but they now ring 
from 7.15pm until 8.00pm as an 
overture to the evening. 

A further pub, the Blue Anchor, 
closed so a new venue was 

needed for the singing by the 
Redbourn Folk Club. Club 
members now sing in the garden 
of Kingsbury Manor. The closure 
of two pubs did not lead to a 
shortage of refreshments, 
as St Albans Brewers and 
St Michael’s PTA stepped in to run 
bars in the churchyard and the 
lower school playground.

Local dance groups are always 
keen to dance in St Michael’s 
Street and this year eleven 
dance groups, representing 
a wide range of traditions 
danced in St Michael’s Street 
or on Tappalachian’s boards by 
the Puddingstone, with pupils 
from St Michael’s School doing 
maypole dances in their lower 
school playground. There was 
border morris from Wicket Brood, 
Cotswold dances from St Albans 
Morris and Phoenix Morris, North 
West dances from Ramrugge 
Morris and Whitethorn Morris 
and Appalachian stepping by 
Tappalachian. There were also 
Scottish dances by Caper Ceilidh 
Dance School and Irish dances by 
the Louise Walsh Irish Dancers.

In the two remaining pubs, there 
was a traditional music session 
in the Rose and Crown, while the 
ever growing Ver Players ukulele 

band played in its car park and the 
heterogeneous Six Bells Allstars 
played in the Six Bells. After 
the street re-opened at 10pm, 
music and singing continued until 
closing time all over the village.

None of this would happen 
without someone to organise it 
and we have been extremely lucky 
that Trevor Adams has quietly and 
unassumingly done this for most 
of the thirty year period. We are 
also fortunate that everyone has 
performed for free and no one 
has had to go through the packed 
street taking collections. As the 
Council has given us permission 
to close the street for free under 
the historic Town Police Clauses 
Act of 1847, we have not needed 
money to pay for street closures. 
In 2018, however we were told 
of more recent legislation which 
requires advanced warning of the 
road closure using standard signs 
which cost over £700. As we have 
no funds to pay for this, it may put 
an end to this very popular event. 
We have been lobbying local 
councillors and will be meeting 
council officials in September 
to try to find a way around the 
problem and enable St Michael’s 
Street folk evening to continue.

Alison Macfarlane

! !

!

!

The Old Bull Inn 
56 High St 

(car park Market Hill) 
Royston SG8 9AW 

 

7:30 for 8pm till 11pm 
www.roystonfolk.org 

!

! !

Concert Nights 
Last Friday of EVERY Month!"#$%&'!

Showcase Nights 
Second Friday of EVERY Month!"#$%&'!

“For FOLK Music read … GREAT Music”!

Friday 26th October 2018 
£13 (£11 in advance) £2 under 25s 
3Folk and Melody Causton 
3 Folk are Jane Ward on  
accordion, Simon Cooper on  
cello and Bryan Causton on  
"stringed things" ...  
Melody is of course Bryan's  
daughter ....  
Brought up sleeping in guitar cases beside the 
stage she is wonderfully talented. 
 
Friday 30th November 2018 
£15 (£13 in advance) £2 under 25s 
Brooks William  
Song writer, mean finger-picker  
and a stunning slide guitarist in  
an Americana stylee 
 
Support by  
Thursdays Band 
Our ‘House Band’ 
I’ll be in trouble for 
that … LOL 
!

Friday 9th November 2018 
Bernard Hoskin (pictured) 
Revival 
John Meed 
Cut the Mustard 
Hunter Muskett (BAND) 
PLUS - YOUNG ARTIST 
Contestants 

Friday 14th December 2018 
NOT AT THE OLD BULL 
THIS IS OUR XMAS PARTY AT ‘THE BUNGALOW’ 
performers to be confirmed but they'll all be old 
friends  PLUS … 
      YOUNG ARTIST OF THE YEAR WINNERS 
 
 
 

Friday 29th Decemberr 2018 
 
CLOSED FOR XMAS & NEW YEAR 
SEASONS GREETINGS PEEPS 
 
 
 
 

Friday 12th October 2018 
Paul Chinnock and Dan Ketteridge (pictured) 
Bryan Summers 
Matthew Harris 
Odette Michell 
Kevin Hunt  
PLUS - YOUNG ARTIST 
Contestants 

Showcases hosted by  
Mark Gamon or Brian Harvey 
entry is £4 (£3 performers) £2 under 25s  
Just arrive and pay on the door 
MARK IS NOW BOOKING  
SHOWCASE SPOTS FOR 2019 
 

CONCERT NIGHT TICKETS  
FROM THE OLD BULL 
OR ON THE DOOR  
(or reserve 01763260556)  
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kelly oliver – a local artist Making a big iMpact 
on the folk scene
interviewed by sandra lawes

Kelly oliver is a talented 
singer/songwriter from 
Stevenage, in the heart 

of unicorn territory. with three 
albums to her name, Kelly has 
achieved success touring solo 
and supporting major folk artists 
– winning several awards and 
attracting praise from leading 
commentators like bob harris 
and mike harding.

When did your interest in 
folk music start?  
I sang in choirs – encouragement 
from my school gave me the 
courage to perform. I was very 
influenced by my Dad’s albums 
by Bob Dylan, the Pogues and 
the Dubliners, but I didn’t know 
this was folk! I took guitar as 
part of GCSE music, but only 
realised music was my true love 
at University.

Who else influenced your 
early career? 
I discovered folk music at 22 
when I went to Ireland and 
heard artists like Paul Brady, 
Andy Irvine and Cara Dillon. A 
year later, I stumbled across 
the prestigious Hitchin Folk 
Club where owners Maureen 
and Keiron Jones were very 
encouraging – in July 2013 I 
played my first gig supporting 
Chris & Kellie While. 

What happened next?  
I released my debut CD ‘This 
Land’ on Helen Meissner’s 
Folkstock label with funding 
from Help Musicians UK. Dave 
Swarbrick guested on one 
track, helping to get reviews 

and gigs. That kickstarted 
everything – I was played 
on Radio 2’s Folk Show and 
I performed my song ‘Rio’ 
on BBC2 TV during the 
Rio Olympics.

My second album, ‘Bedlam’ 
came out on CD and vinyl in 
2016. I was awarded Best 
Female Solo Artist and Breakout 
Artist in the 2015/2016 NMG 
Awards and Best Female Artist 
2016 in the FATEA Awards. 
I’ve also played in the USA and 
Germany and performed at 
Costa del Folk Portugal and 
Kimpton Festival 2018.

What instruments do you play? 
Mainly the guitar, often using 
alternate tuning dropping 
the base notes to give a more 
modal sound. I used DADGAD 
on ‘Bedlam’ but ‘Botany Bay’ 
is predominantly in Open C. 
I am also sponsored by Hohner 
and play harmonicas in a 
range of keys.

Tell me about your latest 
album ‘Botany Bay’ 
Mike Harding suggested an 
album of traditional songs 

and both Phil Beer and Jane 
Brace (who handles my PR) 
gave it the thumbs up.  Stu 
Hanna and I decided on the 
Hertfordshire theme. We 
devised new arrangements 
for the traditional lyrics (taken 
from the EFDSS archive or 
the internet) to incorporate 
both mine and Stu’s crossover 
style – described by The Times 
as ‘blending traditional values 
with hints of a bold, indie-pop 
sensibility’. Other featured 
artists are Phil Beer, Lukas 
Drinkwater, Stu Hanna, Luke 
Jackson and Evan Carson, 
Jamie Francis and Toby Shaer.

After its release on September 
28, it’s available as a CD or 
a download from ITunes and 
Spotify. See my website at 
www.kellyoliver.co.uk

Do you want to say anything 
else to Unicorn readers? 
Mostly, thanks to everyone 
for supporting me on this 
wonderful whirlwind journey. 
I’m playing 20 gigs this autumn 
and you can see me locally at 
The Stables and Cecil Sharp 
House – details on my website.

Botany Bay
Kelly Oliver

It was a delight 
for me to review 
Kelly Oliver’s third 

album ‘Botany Bay’ for 
Unicorn Magazine. This 

talented young singer/songwriter grew up in 
Stevenage and I have followed her rapid (and 
well-deserved) rise to fame in the folk world 
from her debut at the prestigious Hitchin 
Folk Club to successful solo tours in the UK 
and internationally. She has also supported 
legends of the folk world including Phil Beer, 
Cara Dillon and Barbara Dickson. Her music 
has achieved frequent radio plays and ringing 
praise from aficionados such as Bob Harris 
and Mike Harding.

The 10 tracks on this album feature traditional 
folk songs collected from Kelly’s home county 
of Hertfordshire. Each tells a poignant story 
well suited to Kelly’s haunting and melodic 
voice. She has a very distinctive style and I 
detect some faint echoes of a young Kate Bush 
in the way she sings.

Kelly plays guitar and harmonica and her 
vocals are backed by superb arrangements 
(done by Kelly herself and her producer Stu 
Hanna). The instrumental backing features a 
variety of traditional folk instruments, played 
by talented folk musicians. These include Phil 
Beer, Luke Jackson, Lukas Drinkwater, Stu 
Hanna himself and three members of Sam 
Kelly’s Lost Boys – Toby Shaer, Jamie Francis 
and Evan Carson.

The album has a striking and beautiful cover 
and is accompanied by a booklet giving brief 
information about the story of each track and 
who is playing on it.

Released on 28 September 2018, the album is 
available through ITunes and Spotify as well as 
www.kellyoliver.co.uk where you will also find 
details of her latest gigs.

Sandra Lawes
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Monday 1  ENGLISH MISCELLANY • Clog
 1  HERGA at the Castle • Themed evening: 

Mainly Maritime
 1  STAPLERS • Club night
 1  WALTHAM ABBEY FOLK CLUB • Singaround
Tuesday 2  ST NEOTS FOLK CLUB • Harp & a Monkey
Wednesday 3  ENGLISH MISCELLANY • Country
 3  LINSLEIGHDERS FOLK DANCE GROUP 

• Club Callers
 3  WOODSIDE MORRIS MEN • Practice, 8pm, 

Pump House, Watford, WD17 2JP
Thursday 4  BEDFORD FOLK DANCE CLUB • Dance 

with caller Terry Elvins
 4  BEDFORD FOLK MUSIC CLUB • Singaround
 4  REDBOURN FOLK CLUB • Kaszak & Afifi 

plus floor spots
 4  ROUNDABOUTERS (Stevenage) • Club night, 

country dancing
Friday 5  BEDFORD FINE COMPANIONS • Club Night 

Visitors Welcome
 5  CAMBRIDGE FOLK CLUB • Open Stage with 

Soloman Smith
 5  FOLK AT THE MALTINGS • Solasta
 5  FRIDAY FOLK • David and Rebecca Capron
 5  WATFORD FOLK CLUB • Singaround £5
Saturday 6  STAPLERS • Anniversary Dance with Ron 

Coxall and 3D at St Ipployts Parish Hall
Sunday 7  BLACK FEN FOLK CLUB • Hot Rock 

Pilgrims 7.30pm £8
 7  HITCHIN FOLK CLUB • Kathryn Roberts 

& Sean Lakeman plus Dan Wilde
Monday 8  ENGLISH MISCELLANY • Clog
 8  HERGA at the Castle • Regular Singaround
 8  STAPLERS • Club Night
 8  WALTHAM ABBEY FOLK CLUB • Guests 

Neil Cousins & Dan Donovan
Tuesday 9  ST NEOTS FOLK CLUB • Canal Songs & Music
Wednesday 10  ENGLISH MISCELLANY • Country
 10  FOUR RIVERS FOLK CLUB • Liz Cotton
 10  LINSLEIGHDERS FOLK DANCE GROU 

• Club Callers
 10  WOODSIDE MORRIS MEN • Practice, 8pm, 

Pump House, Watford, WD17 2JP
Thursday 11  BEDFORD FOLK DANCE CLUB • Dance 

with caller George Hearnden
 11  BEDFORD FOLK MUSIC CLUB • Singers Night
 11  REDBOURN FOLK CLUB • Open Stage with 

feature spot by Ellie Rees
 11  ROUNDABOUTERS (Stevenage) • Club night, 

country dancing
Friday 12  BEDFORD FINE COMPANIONS • Club Night 

Visitors Welcome
 12  CAMBRIDGE CONTRA DANCE • Dance
 12  CAMBRIDGE FOLK CLUB • 

Oka Vanga; Roswell
 12  FRIDAY FOLK • Mike Bennett and the 

Friday Folk Band
 12  ROYSTON FOLK CLUB • Showcase Night – 

Paul Chinnock and Dan Ketteridge, Bryan 
Summers, Matthew Harris, Odette Michell, 
Kevin Hunt, plus Young Artist contestants

 12  WATFORD FOLK CLUB • Polly Morris. 
Club’s 10th Birthday. £10

Sunday 14  HITCHIN FOLK CLUB • Emily Smith 
& Jamie McClennan

Monday 15  ENGLISH MISCELLANY • Clog

 15  HERGA at the Castle • Guest Night: 
Dan McKinnon £8

 15  STAPLERS • AGM and Club Night
 15  WALTHAM ABBEY FOLK CLUB • Singaround
Tuesday 16  ST NEOTS FOLK CLUB • Anna Ryder
Wednesday 17  ELY FOLK CLUB • The Dovetail Trio 

(support Glymjack)
 17  ENGLISH MISCELLANY • NW and Cotswold
 17  LINSLEIGHDERS FOLK DANCE GROUP 

• Club Callers
 17  WOODSIDE MORRIS MEN • Practice, 8pm, 

Pump House, Watford, WD17 2JP
Thursday 18  BEDFORD FOLK DANCE CLUB • Dance 

with caller Graham Foster
 18  BEDFORD FOLK MUSIC CLUB • 

Local Singers and Musicians
 18  REDBOURN FOLK CLUB • Rik van den 

Bosch plus floor spots
 18  ROUNDABOUTERS • Club night, 

country dancing
Friday 19  BEDFORD FINE COMPANIONS • 

Club Night Visitors Welcome
 19  CAMBRIDGE FOLK CLUB • Jackson Creek 

Band; Steve Logan Band; Craig Joiner
 19  FRIDAY FOLK • Barrie Bullimore
 19  WATFORD FOLK CLUB • Singaround £5
Sunday 21  HITCHIN FOLK CLUB • Lady Maisery
Monday 22  ENGLISH MISCELLANY • Clog
 22  HERGA at the Castle • Regular Singaround
 22  STAPLERS • Club Night
 22  WALTHAM ABBEY FOLK CLUB • Singaround
Tuesday 23  ST NEOTS FOLK CLUB • Cathryn Craig 

& Brian Willoughby
Wednesday 24  ENGLISH MISCELLANY • Country
 24  FOUR RIVERS FOLK CLUB • Glymjack
 24  LINSLEIGHDERS FOLK DANCE GROUP • 

Club Callers
 24  WOODSIDE MORRIS MEN • Practice, 8pm, 

Pump House, Watford, WD17 2JP
Thursday 25  BEDFORD FOLK DANCE CLUB • 

Dance with caller John Green
 25  BEDFORD FOLK MUSIC CLUB • Singaround
 25  REDBOURN FOLK CLUB • Open Stage
 25  ROUNDABOUTERS (Stevenage) • 

Club night, country dancing
Friday  26  BEDFORD FINE COMPANIONS • 

Half Term – No Club Meeting
 26  CAMBRIDGE CONTRA DANCE • Dance
 26  CAMBRIDGE FOLK CLUB • Green Diesel
 26  FRIDAY FOLK • Bob Lilley
 26  WATFORD FOLK CLUB • Said the Maiden £8 
Sunday 28  BLACK FEN FOLK CLUB • Halloween 

Special Open Stage 7.30pm £4
 28 HITCHIN FOLK CLUB • Urban Folk Quartet
Monday 29  HERGA at the Castle • Themed evening: 

Mystery and Magic
 29  STAPLERS • Club Night – Colin Hume 

and Triple Minor
 29  WALTHAM ABBEY FOLK CLUB • 

Featuring Steve Warner
Tuesday 30  ST NEOTS FOLK CLUB • Round the Room
Wednesday 31  ENGLISH MISCELLANY • Club Practice
 31  LINSLEIGHDERS FOLK DANCE GROUP 

• Club Callers
 31  WOODSIDE MORRIS MEN • Practice, 8pm, 

Pump House, Watford, WD17 2JP
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Dance the night away . . . it’s a barn dance – or is it a ceilidh? A ceilidh (say
kayley) is your chance to dance English folk dances with others. The caller explains
all the moves and walks them through – the band starts – and a great time is had
by all! There’s usually a dance display in the interval and a raffle. Singles and
groups are welcomed – just come and enjoy dancing to great music from top
bands. Tickets only £10 - singles & groups welcome.
See www.unicornceilidhs.org.uk

St Mary’s Hall, Church St,
Baldock SG7 5AE

Doors open 7.30 p.m.
Dancing 8.00 to 11.00 p.m.

FULL BAR
with REAL ALE

FRIDAY 16TH NOVEMBER
(Was 9th Nov - now a week later)

random
with caller

nick walden
New faces Penny (fiddle) and Adam
(drums) join old lags Paul (melodeon),
Keith (bass) and Ian (guitars) to form

the new-look Random.
www.random-band.co.uk

Nick is very well known on the ceilidh
scene and has called for most of the
top bands. His choice of shirt generally

requires sunglasses!

FRIDAY 12TH OCTOBER

melobo
with caller

Jane Bird
Graham (melodeon and fiddle),Charlotte (oboe and recorder) &Howard (bass and tenor guitars)create an unusual and very dance-able sound to guarantee a greatevening. http://melobo.co.uk

Jane has called many times withMelobo, helps to organise Oxfolkand has an excellent repertoire ofdances. Don’t miss her!

Tickets now avail-
able on line - see
website for details

FRIDAY 14TH DECEMBER

jam &crumpet
band
with caller

mary panton
Melodeon/harmonica, tenor sax,piano and drums combine to greateffect, playing traditional andmodern tunes - and they all want tomake you dance!www.jamandcrumpet.co.uk

Mary has been teaching and callingsince the mid-seventies, and probablyknows more about calling than most!A top night guaranteed.

Advert Unicorn Oct-Dec 18:Layout 2  30/7/18  15:18  Page 1

Doors open 7.30 p.m.
Dancing 8.00 to 11.00 p.m.

MONDAY 31ST DECEMBER 2018

banter
with caller

barry goodman
Banter are: Simon Care on melodeon, Tim Walker on brass and

percussion and Nina Zella on piano/keyboards. Together they meld

into the perfect New Year’s Eve sound - tuneful, rhythmic and

joyfully upbeat!  www.banter.band

Barry is a nationally-known caller who has worked with most of the

country’s top bands. Together with Banter he’ll provide a cracking

evening ! 

It’s the perfect way to end the year!

Dance the night YEAR away on
New Year’s Eve at THE BIG CEILIDHR. . .

TICKETS:
Adults: only £18.00

Children: (under age 16
on the night) only £10

BOOK NOW - 
limited to 70 places!

Phone Alan on
07946 439 095 or

01582 724 261
or email

alan@creamer.me.uk

Tickets also available at the October,
November & December ceilidhs (if

any unsold). 

St Mary’s Hall, Church Street, Baldock SG7 5AE
www.unicornceilidhs.org.uk 

� Grand Raffle 
� Free tot of whisky

at midnight (adults only!) 

Full Bar with Real Ale

Advert Unicorn NYE 18:Layout 2  30/7/18  16:44  Page 1
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Saturday 1  STAPLERS • Christmas Dance with Colin 
Hume and the Ivel Valley Band at St Ippolyts 
Parish Hall

Sunday 2  BLACK FEN FOLK CLUB • Cambridge-
Walker and Tim Mellor 7.30pm £6

 2  HITCHIN FOLK CLUB • Martyn Joseph 
(Ticket only members £14, non-members £16)

Monday 3  ENGLISH MISCELLANY • Clog
 3  HERGA at the Castle • Guest Night: 

Graeme Knights £8
 3  STAPLERS • Club Night
 3  WALTHAM ABBEY FOLK CLUB 

• Guest Sam Brothers
Tuesday 4  ST NEOTS FOLK CLUB 

• Anthony John Clarke
Wednesday 5  ENGLISH MISCELLANY • Country
 5  LINSLEIGHDERS FOLK DANCE GROUP 

• Club Callers
 5  WOODSIDE MORRIS MEN • Practice, 8pm, 

Pump House, Watford, WD17 2JP
Thursday 6  BEDFORD FOLK DANCE CLUB • 

Dance with caller Terry Elvins
 6  BEDFORD FOLK MUSIC CLUB 

• Local Singers and Musicians
 6  REDBOURN FOLK CLUB • Open Stage
 6  ROUNDABOUTERS (Stevenage) 

• Club night, country dancing
Friday 7  BEDFORD FINE COMPANIONS 

• Club Night Visitors Welcome
 7  CAMBRIDGE CONTRA DANCE • Dance
 7  CAMBRIDGE FOLK CLUB • Open Stage 

with Hugh Boyde
 7  FOLK AT THE MALTINGS • Kitty Macfarlane, 

on her album launch tour
 7  FRIDAY FOLK • Suzanne Farmer and the 

Friday Folk Band
 7  WATFORD FOLK CLUB • Spotlight 

Singaround with Webster Fergusson £5
Sunday 9  HITCHIN FOLK CLUB • John Kirkpatrick
Monday 10  ENGLISH MISCELLANY • Clog
 10  HERGA at the Castle • Regular Singaround
 10  STAPLERS • Club Night
 10  WALTHAM ABBEY FOLK CLUB • Singaround
Tuesday 11  ST NEOTS FOLK CLUB • QuickSilver
Wednesday 12  ENGLISH MISCELLANY • Country
 12  FOUR RIVERS FOLK CLUB • George Pornby
 12  LINSLEIGHDERS FOLK DANCE GROUP 

• Club Callers
 12  WOODSIDE MORRIS MEN • Practice, 8pm, 

Pump House, Watford, WD17 2JP
Thursday 13  BEDFORD FOLK DANCE CLUB • 

Dance with caller George Hearnden
 13  BEDFORD FOLK MUSIC CLUB • Singaround
 13  REDBOURN FOLK CLUB • Said the Maiden 

plus floor spots
 13  ROUNDABOUTERS (Stevenage) • Club night, 

country dancing
Friday 14  BEDFORD FINE COMPANIONS • Christmas 

Party – Visitors Welcome
 14  CAMBRIDGE FOLK CLUB 

• Magical Christmas Tree Tour
 14  FRIDAY FOLK • Christmas Party. 

Wendy Harrup and Cloudburst
 14  ROYSTON FOLK CLUB • Christmas Party at 

‘The Bungalow’ plus Young Artist of the Year 
Winners. Showcases hosted by Mark Gamon 
or Brian Harvey

 14  WATFORD FOLK CLUB • New Roots Part 2 £7
Sunday 16  BLACK FEN FOLK CLUB • Yuletide Special 

Open Stage 7.30pm £4
 16  HITCHIN FOLK CLUB •St Agnes Fountain 

(SOLD OUT)
Monday 17  HERGA at the Castle • Regular Singaround
 17  STAPLERS • Christmas Party
 17  WALTHAM ABBEY FOLK CLUB • 

Yuletide Celebrations
Tuesday 18  ST NEOTS FOLK CLUB • Club Christmas 

Party
Wednesday 19  ELY FOLK CLUB • Lucy Ward 

(support Andy, Ruth & Ann)
 19  LINSLEIGHDERS FOLK DANCE GROUP 

• Guest caller Keith Harrup
 19  WOODSIDE MORRIS MEN • Practice, 8pm, 

Pump House, Watford, WD17 2JP
Thursday 20  BEDFORD FOLK MUSIC CLUB • 

Christmas Carolling Night
 20  REDBOURN FOLK CLUB • Christmas Party
 20  ROUNDABOUTERS (Stevenage) • TBC
Friday 21  BEDFORD FINE COMPANIONS • Christmas 

Break – No Club Meeting
 21  CAMBRIDGE CONTRA DANCE • Dance
 21  CAMBRIDGE FOLK CLUB • Bophouse Blue; 

Brian Cleary & Hugh Boyde; Humfry Finkel
 21  FRIDAY FOLK • Carol Singing around 

St Albans
 21  WATFORD FOLK CLUB • 

Christmas Singaround £5
Sunday 23  HITCHIN FOLK CLUB • Albion Christmas 

(Ticket only members £16, non-members £18)
Monday 24  WALTHAM ABBEY FOLK CLUB • Club closed
Tuesday 25  ST NEOTS FOLK CLUB • Club closed
Wednesday 26  FOUR RIVERS FOLK CLUB • Club closed
 26  LINSLEIGHDERS FOLK DANCE GROUP 

• Club closed
 26  WOODSIDE MORRIS MEN • 12.30pm Boxing 

Day at The Cricketers Sarratt WD3 6AS
Thursday 27  BEDFORD FOLK MUSIC CLUB • 

Post-Christmas Singaround
 27  ROUNDABOUTERS • No meeting
Friday 28  BEDFORD FINE COMPANIONS • 

Christmas Break – No Club Meeting
 28  CAMBRIDGE FOLK CLUB • Club closed
 28  ROYSTON FOLK CLUB • Club closed
 28  WATFORD FOLK CLUB • Club closed 
Monday 31  WALTHAM ABBEY FOLK CLUB • Club closed

Thursday 1  BEDFORD FOLK DANCE CLUB • 
Dance with caller Lynne Whapples

 1  BEDFORD FOLK MUSIC CLUB • Singers Night
 1  REDBOURN FOLK CLUB • Si Barron plus 

floor spots
 1  ROUNDABOUTERS (Stevenage) • 

Club night, country dancing
Friday 2  BEDFORD FINE COMPANIONS • 

Club Night Visitors Welcome
 2  CAMBRIDGE FOLK CLUB • Phillip Henry
 2  FRIDAY FOLK • Bob Barrett and Spring Greens
 2  \WATFORD FOLK CLUB • Julian Mount £8
Sunday 4  BLACK FEN FOLK CLUB • Rosie Hodgson 

& Rowan Piggott 7.30pm £7
 4  HITCHIN FOLK CLUB • Martin Simpson
Monday 5  ENGLISH MISCELLANY • Clog
 5  HERGA at the Castle • Regular Singaround
 5  STAPLERS • Club Night – Denise Devonald 

and Carousel Band
 5  WALTHAM ABBEY FOLK CLUB • Singaround
Tuesday 6  ST NEOTS FOLK CLUB • Open Stage
Wednesday 7  ENGLISH MISCELLANY • Country
 7  LINSLEIGHDERS FOLK DANCE GROUP 

• Club Callers
 7  WOODSIDE MORRIS MEN • Practice, 8pm, 

Pump House, Watford, WD17 2JP
Thursday 8  BEDFORD FOLK DANCE CLUB • 

Dance with caller Kevin Prigmore
 8  BEDFORD FOLK MUSIC CLUB • 

Local Singers and Musicians
 8  REDBOURN FOLK CLUB • Open Stage
 8  ROUNDABOUTERS (Stevenage) • 

Club night, country dancing
Friday 9  BEDFORD FINE COMPANIONS • 

Club Night Visitors Welcome
 9  CAMBRIDGE CONTRA DANCE • Dance
 9  CAMBRIDGE FOLK CLUB • Christine Collister
 9  FRIDAY FOLK • Frances Oates
 9  ROYSTON FOLK CLUB • Showcase Night – 

Bernard Hoskin, Revival, John Meed, Cut the 
Mustard, Hunter Musket (band) plus Young 
Artist contestants

 9  WATFORD FOLK CLUB • New Roots Part 1 £7
Sunday 11  FOLK AT THE MALTINGS • Walter Harvey 

Hallam, an Ordinary Man. A one act play by 
Alison Raymond

 11  HITCHIN FOLK CLUB • Megson
Monday 12  ENGLISH MISCELLANY • Clog
 12  HERGA at the Castle • Themed evening: 

Remembrance
 12  STAPLERS • Club Night – John Green
 12  WALTHAM ABBEY FOLK CLUB • Singaround
Tuesday 13  ST NEOTS FOLK CLUB • Steve Tilston
Wednesday 14  ELY FOLK CLUB • Jimmy Aldridge and Sid 

Goldsmith (support Martin Sumpton)
 14  ENGLISH MISCELLANY • Country
 14  FOUR RIVERS FOLK CLUB • John Breeze
 14  LINSLEIGHDERS FOLK DANCE GROUP 

• Club Callers
 14  WOODSIDE MORRIS MEN • Practice, 8pm, 

Pump House, Watford, WD17 2JP
Thursday 15  BEDFORD FOLK DANCE CLUB • 

Dance with caller Alison Ross
 15  BEDFORD FOLK MUSIC CLUB • Singaround
 15  REDBOURN FOLK CLUB • Sarah McQuaid 

plus floor spots

 15  ROUNDABOUTERS • Club night, 
country dancing

Friday 16  BEDFORD FINE COMPANIONS 
• Club Night Visitors Welcome

 16  CAMBRIDGE FOLK CLUB • Open Stage 
with Flashback Photograph

 16  FRIDAY FOLK • Mark Elvins and Spring Greens
 16  WATFORD FOLK CLUB • Daughters of 

Tradition £7
Sunday 18  HITCHIN FOLK CLUB • Daoiri Farrell
Monday 19  ENGLISH MISCELLANY • Clog
 19  HERGA at the Castle • Regular Singaround
 19  STAPLERS • Club Night - Barry Goodman
 19  WALTHAM ABBEY FOLK CLUB 

• Guest Alun Parry
Tuesday 20  ST NEOTS FOLK CLUB • Noah’s Cape
Wednesday 21  ENGLISH MISCELLANY • Morris
 21  LINSLEIGHDERS FOLK DANCE GROUP 

• Club Callers
 21  WOODSIDE MORRIS MEN • Practice, 8pm, 

Pump House, Watford, WD17 2JP
Thursday 22  BEDFORD FOLK DANCE CLUB 

• Dance with caller Denise Devonald
 22  BEDFORD FOLK MUSIC CLUB 

• Singers Night
 22  REDBOURN FOLK CLUB • Open Stage
 22  ROUNDABOUTERS (Stevenage) 

• Club night, country dancing
Friday 23  BEDFORD FINE COMPANIONS 

• Club Night Visitors Welcome
 23  CAMBRIDGE CONTRA DANCE • Dance
 23  CAMBRIDGE FOLK CLUB • Daoiri Farrell
 23  FRIDAY FOLK • Jane Pfaff and the Friday 

Folk Band
 23  WATFORD FOLK CLUB • Write a Folk Song 

Competition Final £10
Sunday 25  HITCHIN FOLK CLUB • John Tams 

& Barry Coope
Monday 26  HERGA at the Castle • Regular Singaround
 26  STAPLERS • Club Night
 26  WALTHAM ABBEY FOLK CLUB • Singaround
Tuesday 27  ST NEOTS FOLK CLUB • Round the Room
Wednesday 28  ENGLISH MISCELLANY • Country
 28  FOUR RIVERS FOLK CLUB • Malcolm Hobbs
 28  LINSLEIGHDERS FOLK DANCE GROUP 

• Club Callers
 28  WOODSIDE MORRIS MEN • Practice, 8pm, 

Pump House, Watford, WD17 2JP
Thursday 29  BEDFORD FOLK DANCE CLUB • 

Dance with caller TBA
 29  BEDFORD FOLK MUSIC CLUB • Singaround
 29  REDBOURN FOLK CLUB • Bernard Hoskin 

plus floor spots
 29  ROUNDABOUTERS (Stevenage) • Club night, 

country dancing
Friday 30  BEDFORD FINE COMPANIONS • Club Night 

Visitors Welcome
 30  CAMBRIDGE FOLK CLUB • Sound Tradition; 

The John Ward Trio
 30  FRIDAY FOLK • Stephen Webb & 

Douglas Hedley
 30  ROYSTON FOLK CLUB • Concert Night with 

Brooks Williams, support by Thursdays Band
 30 WATFORD FOLK CLUB • Singaround £5
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  BEDFORD • Bedford Folk Dance Club
Putnoe Heights Church, Bedford MK41 8EB
Contact: Ron D. Law, 01234 825574 
www.bedfordfolkdanceclub.com

  BEDFORD • Bedford Fine Companions Folk Dance Club
Hazeldene Lower School, Stancliffe Rd, Bedford MK41 9AT
Contact: Chris Rutt, 01462 700451  
 finecompanionspublicity@gmail.com
https://finecompanions.wordpress.com 

  BEDFORD • Bedford Folk Music Club
Kempston Hammers Sports and Social Club, 
134 High Street, Kempston, Bedfordshire MK42 7BN 
Tel: 01234 853262
Contact: Mike Blair, 01525 404513 – see us on Facebook

  BLACK FEN • Black Fen Folk Club
NCI Sports and Social Club, 1 Holland Street, Cambridge CB4 3DL
Contact: Pete Barrett, Petebodhran@yahoo.co.uk
www.blackfenfolkclub.com

  CAMBRIDGE • Cambridge Contra Dance
St Andrew’s Hall, St Andrew’s Rd, Chesterton CB4 1DH
Contact: Hugh Stewart, 01223 368641, 
www.cambridgefolk.org.uk/contra

  CAMBRIDGE • Cambridge Folk Club
Golden Hind PH, 355 Milton Rd, Cambridge CB4 1SP
Contact: Marion Treby, 01638 603986 
www.cambridgefolkclub.co.uk

  ELY • Ely Folk Club (no bar)
The Old Dispensary, St Mary’s Street, Ely, 
Cambs CB7 4ER (no bar)
Contact: Ruth Bramley / Andy Wall, 01353 740999 /  
01353 664706, www.elyfolkclub.co.uk

  HARROW • Herga at the Castle
The Castle PH, 30 West Street, Harrow, Middlesex, HA1 3EF
Contact: Tim Brooks, 01923 264536, www.herga.club

  hErTFord • Four Rivers Folk Club
(formerly The White Horse Folk Club)
The Hertford Club, Bull Plain, Hertford, SG14 1DT
Contact: Pat Crilly 07971 804418, patcrilly@hotmail.com

  HITCHIN • Hitchin Folk Club
Sun Hotel, Sun St, Hitchin, SG5 1AF
Contact: Maureen Jones, 01462 812391< 
goodmusic@hitchinfolkclub.co.uk 
www.hitchinfolkclub.co.uk

  HITCHIN • Staplers Country Dance Club
St John’s Community Centre, St John’s Rd, 
Hitchin SG4 9JP
Contact: Gill Goodman, 01462 456811, 
gillagoodman@hotmail.co.uk, www.staplers.org.uk

  HITCHIN • Staplers Anniversary & Christmas Dances
St Ippolyts Village Hall, Waterdell Lane, St Ippolyts, 
Hitchin SG4 7RA
Contact: Gill Goodman, 01462 456811 
gillagoodman@hotmail.co.uk, www.staplers.org.uk

  LINSLADE • Linsleighders Folk Dance Group
The Forster Institute, Waterloo Rd, Linslade, 
Leighton Buzzard LU7 2NR
Contact: Elizabeth Corser, 01525 378010, 
Elizabeth.corser@btinternet.com

  LUTON • English Miscellany 
East Hyde Village Hall, Southern Rise, East Hyde
Luton, Beds, LU2 9QB
Contact: Eileen Heylin, 01442 255862 
www.englishmiscellany.com

  REDBOURN • Redbourn Folk Club
Old School Room, Hollybush PH, Church End,  
Redbourn AL3 7DU
Contact: Jenny McNaught, 01582 793164 
www.redbournfolkclub.org.uk

  ROYSTON • Royston Folk Club
Old Bull Inn, 56 High St, Royston SG8 9AW
Contact: Mark Gamon (showcases) 07738 183158, 
Chris Walls (concerts) 01763 260 556,  
www.roystonfolk.org

  ST albanS • Folk at the Maltings
The Maltings Arts Theatre, Level 2, The Maltings, 
St Albans AL1 3HL
Contact:  Alison Macfarlane, 01727 852111
www.stalbansfolkmusic.org.uk

  ST ALBANS • Friday Folk Social Dance Club
Methodist Church, Marlborough Rd, St Albans AL1 3XG
Contact: Bob Barrett, 01727 856508, 07762 085629 
www.fridayfolk.org.uk

  ST NEOTS • St Neots Folk Club
Priory Centre, Priory Lane, St Neots PE19 2BH
Contact: Roger Pitt, 01234 376278,  
www.stneotsfolkclub.co.uk 

  STEVENAGE • Roundabouters Country Dancing Club
Friends Meeting House, Cutty’s Lane, Stevenage, SG1 1UP
Contact: Lorna Sharpe, 01438 727 293, 
roundabouters@live.co.uk, www.roundabouters.org.uk

  WALTHAM ABBEY • Waltham Abbey Folk Club
The Angel PH, Sun Street, Waltham Abbey, Essex, EN9 1EJ
Contact: Jan Ayres, 01992 613987,  
www.walthamabbeyfolkclub.com

  WATFORD • Woodside Morris Men
Pump House Theatre & Arts Centre, Local Board Rd, 
Watford, WD17 2JP
Contact: Nick Wilson 07860 663033 or pete@iw2.co.uk
http://www.woodsidemorrismen.com

  WATFORD • Watford Folk Club
Colne River Room, Pump House Theatre & Arts Centre, 
Local Board Rd, Watford, WD17 2JP
Contact: http://watfordfolkclub.co.uk

[ Listed alphabetically by location ]

2018 SEASON

Fridays – 8.00pm

 Oct       
    Fri 5th         PERFORMERS’  NIGHT    

         Fri 19th            NINEBARROW     

                 https://www.ninebarrow.co.uk

Nov   

   Fri 2nd           LOUISE  JORDAN     
                         louisejordan.co.uk   

   Fri 30th     GILMORE  &  ROBERTS 
                        www.thesongloft.co.uk            
Dec                         

   Fri 7th        OUR  CHRISTMAS  PARTY   

   Fri 21st   THE  CHURCHFITTERS  SHOW
                         www.thesongloft.co.uk    

                Sat 10th Nov:  House  Concert 

                            WILL  POUND 
www.thesongloft.co.uk  See Website for Details   
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RAMRUGGE CLOG MORRIS

North West Clog Morris
Dedicated to keeping the tradition alive

Beginners or Experienced Dancers 
and Musicians welcome

Wednesdays, 8pm, at Great Wymondley, 
near Hitchin, Hertfordshire, SG4 7ET

Contact: Cherry Carter 01438 724919
Email: info@ramrugge.co.uk

Website: www.ramrugge.org.uk
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The Home of  
Cambridge Music

Strummers & Dreamers
Live – Fortnightly on Mondays at 7pm
Catchup – cambridge105.co.uk/strummers
 

Online | On Digital | On FM www.cambridge105.co.uk

Home of Cambridge Music NMG.indd   1 10/09/2018   19:39

As I write I’m still basking in the reflected glow 
of what I think was one of the best Cambridge 
Folk Festivals of recent years. My particular 

passion is Americana, so I was in my element 
seeing fine performances from the wonderful 
Rhiannon Giddens, Rosanne Cash, John Prine, Eric 
Bibb and Beth Nielsen Chapman, plus New York 
singer-songwriter Janis Ian delivered a powerful, 
moving set as 40 years seemed to melt away.

As ever, wherever you’re enjoying the music there is 
always something fine going on somewhere else on 
site, and I heard glowing reports about Darlingside, 
First Aid Kit, John Smith Trio and Birds of Chicago as 
well. Songhoy Blues from Mali also went down a storm.

There was of course great music to be found all 
around the festival site, with impromptu and also 
more promptu sessions in the bar, the flower 
garden and elsewhere. The Club Tent is always an 
interesting place to hang out during the festival, 
and I must admit to having a vested interested in 
the music put on there on the Saturday afternoon 
this year, as it was organised by The Bridge, the 

umbrella group for folk clubs, sessions and open 
mics that I’m involved in running. We staged 
performances by nine up-and-coming acts, 
including Revelation Brothers, Saul Bailey, Katie 
Spencer and Solasta.

Cambridge 105 Radio was present at the festival over 
the entire weekend, with 21 hours of live outside 
broadcasting from the site. We arranged some very 
fine interviews and live sessions, but my particular 
highlights were an excellent session on my show 
by Mark & Matt of Thursday’s Band, Grace Petrie’s 
session on Julian Clover’s show on the Thursday 
and Rhiannon Giddens and Beth Nielsen Chapman 
interviewed by Mandy Morton on the Sunday.

Looking forward to next year’s festival!

www.cambridgebridge.co.uk/cambridge-folk-festival
http://cambridge105.co.uk/strummers-and-dreamers-
02-08-2018/
http://cambridge105.co.uk/?s=Cambridge+Folk+Festival

les ray

looking back at caMbridge folk festival

28 PlEaSE mEnTion uniCorn magazinE whEn rEPlying To adS uniCorn magazinE: iSSuE 144



BaldockBaldock  &&  LetchworthLetchworth  Blues,Blues,  FolkFolk  &&  RootsRoots
8.30pm8.30pm  WednesdaysWednesdays      accompaniedaccompanied  underunder  16s16s  freefree    

Prices:  member concessions/members/non-members

    SeeSee  ourour  websitewebsite  www.madnanny.co.ukwww.madnanny.co.uk   forfor  detaileddetailed  informationinformation  

Oct 3     Fred’s House              £9/10/12                      fredshousemusic.co.uk 
Unique – lovely vocals and harmonies, complex music, always fantastic, be early!

Oct 17  20th  anniversary of first ever concert Mad Nanny Music produced.  We celebrate 
with lots of local performers who have supported the club over the years.  FREE ENTRY FOR ALL

Nov 7    Said the Maiden        £8/9/10                 www.saidthemaiden.co.uk 
Superb English folk at its very best, superb harmonies; always a wonderful evening

Nov 14  Gilmore & Roberts   £9/10/12             www.GilmoreRoberts.co.uk
‘Gilmore & Roberts take English folk and scuff it up with indie rock drama’ – Q Magazine

Nov 21 Matt Kelly & Gary Woolley £8/9/10                        www.kellyandwoolley.co.uk
Songs and tunes particularly Cajun, folk, bluegrass and country – with guitar, mandolin & fiddle.

Dec 5 Bruce Molsky £10/12/14          www.brucemolsky.com 
One of the most revered ambassadors for America’s old-time mountain music. World-class 
fiddle, banjo and guitar combined with Bruce’s great singing voice

Dec 12  Christmas party       The usual songs, silliness, mummers’ play and festive food!

Venue:  The Orange Tree, Norton Rd, Baldock, SG7 5AW
www.madnanny.co.uk   01767 683583     alan@madnanny.co.uk

We are sponsored by Tilly's Boarding Cattery
http://tillys-boarding-cattery.co.uk

Tilly’s Boarding Cattery is a high quality cattery near Biggleswade & Sandy. 
As cat lovers, we aim to provide a luxury cattery experience at affordable prices, because 
warmth, comfort, safety, care and attention, and space to play are the very least that you 

should expect from a cattery.
We believe we offer the ideal cat boarding experience.

Have a look around our website for more about the cattery, the boarding facilities, 
our boarding prices and of course about us, and why we’re the safest and best place to leave 

your cats while you’re away. 
We’d love you to come and look around the cattery, and see for yourself.

To find out how we can help you, to arrange a visit or make a booking, 
call us on 01767 692654 or email  sue@tillys-cattery.co.uk

!

The Hertfordshire Folk Association proudly presents 

A Hertfordshire Playford Day 
Sat 17th November 2018 (all day) 

comprising 

Dance Workshops  

(led by Anne Daye & Andrew Swaine) 

Music Workshop 

(Led by John Dipper) 

And an early evening dance, to the massed musicians! 

Location – Beaumont School, St Albans, Herts. 
 

For full details, and application form, point your Internet 
browser at www.hertsfolkassn.org.uk/HPD-leaflet.pdf 

(Or search for the Herts Folk Association website, and go 
to the “Workshops” page). 
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John Otway and Wild Willy Barrett are a singer-
songwriter duo with a difference. The difference 
being that they are musically insane. Fans know 

exactly what to expect. Others can find out what all 
the fuss is about when they burst onto the stage at 
Kimpton Memorial Hall on Saturday, November 3 
for a rare and definitely not-to-be-missed outing.

Wild Willy Barrett is already well known in 
Kimpton for his appearances with his French 
Connection outfit, but concerts with John Otway 
have become increasingly rare. Though as Willy says:

“Otway remains a major tool in my creative box”.

It’s 40 years since the duo crashed onto the music 
scene with tracks like Murder Man and Louisa on a 
Horse, made in collaboration with Pete Townsend, 
and then their big hit Really Free which they 
famously performed live on The Old Grey Whistle 
Test. The performance was notable for the moment 
when Otway vaulted on to a stack of speakers. As 
reported at the time: “He brought down the speaker 
stack but fractured no bones when he landed on the 
sharp corner of a bass cabinet, as the impact was 
cushioned by his testicles.”

Their brilliant, original and outrageous 
performances contrast the mad onstage antics of 
John Otway and the dead pan humour and brilliant 
musicianship of Wild Willy Barrett. Willy appears 
to play almost every stringed instrument known to 
man, plus a few inspired hybrid inventions of his 
own. So be prepared for everything from bare-
chested theremin playing to wah wah wheelie 
bin as the duo jump from one hit and 40 near 
misses to another. An amazing and irreverent 
performance by two master entertainers 
is guaranteed. 

Tickets, unfortunately, are not “really free” 
but they are very reasonably 
priced and available here: 

www.kimptonfolk.uk

Brian King. Kimpton Folk Events

lock Up yoUr grandMothers 
– otway and barrett 
are coMing to kiMpton!

Other exciting attractions from 
Kimpton Folk Events ahead of next 
year’s festival include a special 
concert by folk royalty James Fagan 
& Nancy Kerr at Kimpton Village 
Church on Saturday, Nov 24th at 
which they will be recording their 
new live album.

On Friday, January 11th  there’s a 
chance to hear the close harmonies 
and moving songs of June Swift and 
Peter Michael Rowan at a pop-up 
concert at Kimpton Dacre Rooms.

And on Saturday, February 2nd – the 
hugely entertaining trio Churchfitters, 
whose quirky, multi-instrumentalist 
approach to folk music defies 
categorisation, will be appearing at 
Kimpton Memorial Hall.

Go to www.kimptonfolk.uk  for more 
details, and don’t forget to save the 
date – Saturday July 6th 2019 – 
for the 4th Kimpton Folk Festival.

photos by Matt willis

the fantastic workshop leader Mr eUan tees  
(Making clive play his sMall pink instrUMent) 
in this years’ dacre rooMs Ukelele workshop
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well-known for its affiliations with folk 
music and dance, the pretty village of 
Kimpton, Hertfordshire, played host to its 

third Folk Festival on 7 July 2018. This was another 
triumph for the highly professional and hardworking 
Festival Trustees and Committee Members and 
their band of wonderful volunteers.

Thousands of people turned out to enjoy the exciting 
and varied programme of events, (despite the 
England team playing in the World Cup that day) 
and with the whole village involved, there was a real 
community feel to the festival. Many organisations 
played a part and I particularly enjoyed the songs 
performed by children from Kimpton School which 
opened the proceedings on the Green in the heart of 
the village. 

The Green was the focus for free entertainment all 
day, with a variety of music and dance – culminating 
in a summer ceilidh for all. Delicious food was 
available including crepes, burgers, grills, wood-
fired pizza and ice cream - essential for such a 
sunny day - all washed down with beer from the 
local Farr Brew brewery and Prosecco from the 
Prosecco Van. The thriving local pub, The Boot, 
well known for its support of folk, laid on a superb 
BBQ and hosted ‘come all ye’ sessions and open 
mic concerts throughout the day. Showing the all-
important football match on big screens was an 
added attraction at the pub, although there was a 
‘silent’ screen showing the match on the Green too.

Big names from the folk world featured in concerts 
all afternoon and evening in the Memorial Hall 
and the beautiful village church. These included 
While, Matthews & While, Greg Russell & Ciaran 
Algar, Hanhah Sanders & Ben Savage, Urban Folk 

Quartet, Jackie Oates & Mike Cosgrave, The James 
Brothers and many others. The sound was excellent 
throughout thanks to the quality of the equipment 
and the skill of the sound engineers. And on one of 
the hottest days of the year, the air conditioning in 
the Memorial Hall provided a very welcome chance 
to cool down!

Another festival favourite - workshops - featured 
poetry, harmony singing, traditional Indian dance, 
ukulele for beginners and playing the spoons. These 
were enjoyed free of charge thanks to generous 
sponsorship from London Luton Airport Ltd Near 
Neighbours Fund, Kimpton Parish Council and 
Tesco Bags of Help scheme. 

Another lovely touch was the ‘busk-stops’ all around 
the village, where talented up and coming musicians 
played their hearts out entertaining visitors as they 
strolled between the performance venues. 

Children were well catered for too, with woodcraft, 
storytelling, a felt workshop, face painting and lots 
of games. 

Everything to make visitors welcome was thought of 
- the signage was excellent, stewards were helpful 
and friendly, there were plenty of loos, the less 
mobile were provided with good facilities and you 
could even fill up your water bottles for free.

The intrepid Festival team has pledged to do it all again 
next year – so mark Saturday 6 July 2019 in your diaries 
NOW and watch this space for news and updates of 
what promises to be another wonderful festival.

Sandra Lawes

kiMpton – a perfect one day festival, 
right in the heart of Unicorn coUntry



How did your musical career start?
I’ve lived in Moulton, Northamptonshire all my 
life. Its central location makes an ideal base for a 
touring musician. 

My family wasn’t particularly musical although 
my grandfather played double bass and drums 
and ran a local ballroom. My father started 
Moulton Morris Team in 1972 and I was taken 
along. I’m still their bagman!

I had accordion lessons but I didn’t practice 
enough. Then aged nine, I taught myself to play 
the melodeon. Although I originally wanted to be 
a chef, the day I found myself sitting with Dave 
Jolly the melodeon player changed my destiny.

When I was 20, I had a phone call from Ashley 
Hutchings asking me to join the Albion Band. 
I thought it was a friend playing a joke, then I 
realised it was real! I auditioned and luckily, I 
knew all the band’s numbers so I got in! I spent 
seven years with them and recorded four albums, 
surrounded by ‘folk / rock gods’ like Ashley, 
Simon Nicol, Dave Pegg and Dave Swarbrick.

How did your career develop?
In 1991 I left the Albion Band and only played 
with them at Christmas. I did temporary work 
until l got a ‘phone call from Rees Wesson (the 
melodeon player in Edward II) inviting me to 
take his place as he was leaving. This was a big 
change and we played very different venues 
(including a 10-week USA tour). At first it was 
nerve wracking, but I followed Rees’ advice to 
‘play it in my own way – English / Morris style’ 
and everything fell into place!

Now I play in five bands – The Albion Christmas 
Band, Edward II, Tickled Pink (my own band 
set up in 1989), the Morris On Band and Banter 
where I am currently concentrating my efforts, 
playing with Nina Zella on piano and Tim Walker 
on percussion and trumpet. I’m really excited 
about Banter’s potential and it stretches my 
playing abilities. We aim to bring happiness 
with our music and appeal to people outside the 
conventional folk scene. 

I also run melodeon workshops at The Stables, 
Milton Keynes.

Are any of your children involved in folk music?
All of them are interested and my son, who 
dances in Morris On, is the sound engineer for 
Edward II, Blair Dunlop and The Demon Barbers.

What are your plans for the future?
I’m currently organising the Albion Band 
Christmas Tour. (See www.albionchristmas.co.uk 
for tour details).

Is there anything else you would like to say?
The music we love is not ours, but we are all 
involved and we add our own contributions to 
something that’s going past.  We need to make 
sure it continues and it would make a huge 
difference if everyone introduced just one friend 
to folk music. Who could you take along to your 
favourite folk venue?

Find out more about Simon and his music at  
www.simoncaremusic.com.

Sandra Lawes

i’ve often seen Simon Care performing clubs and festivals so i knew unicorn magazine readers 
 would enjoy learning about this energetic musician.

siMon care - the Man with the pink accordion
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How did people find out about 
the local folk scene before 
Unicorn Magazine?
Before Unicorn Magazine, 
(launched in January 1983) 
folkies relied on local newspaper 
ads and leaflets in folk clubs.

Where did the idea for Unicorn 
Magazine come from?
In early 1982, Graeme Meek 
hosted a local radio programme. 
Although we didn’t know each 
other then, both Theo Thomas 
and I heard his guest Barry 
Goodman (a very prominent 
figure on our local folk scene) 
mention that there was no 
magazine for folk music and 
dance in this area. As we 
were enthusiasts and I was a 
Morris dancer, we immediately 
understood what Barry was 
saying, but it wasn’t until we 
camped next to each other at a 
festival that we actually met and 
decided to launch a magazine.

What happened next?
Theo and I made a ‘dream team’. 
I had considerable business 
expertise and owned Creamers, 
a Luton printing company, and 
Theo had extensive knowledge 
of the local folk music scene 
and what the readers wanted. 
We developed a business model 
so Unicorn could be free to 
readers, covering the costs by 
advertising and putting the diary 
centre stage. Theo and I wrote 
the magazine, helped by both 
our wives and later our children, 
Creamers printed it and the 
finishing – folding, collating, 
stapling, counting – was done 
by a team of volunteers. In mid 

1982 we distributed a leaflet to 
every music and dance outlet in 
Stevenage, Luton and Hitchin, 
seeking contributions for the new 
magazine. The response was 
enthusiastic but surprisingly we 
received interest from all over 
Bedfordshire, Buckinghamshire, 
Cambridgeshire, Hertfordshire 
and Northamptonshire.

The launch
The eight page, A5 first edition 
was bright yellow, containing the 
diary listing, Chatterbox, Sessions 
/ Singarounds and Shall We 
Dance plus enough advertising to 
cover the main costs. A full-page 
advert cost £10.00. Theo and I 
personally delivered the 1,000 
copies to the clubs where it was 
enthusiastically received. 

Why was it called Unicorn?
It’s named after ‘Unicorns’ by 
Bill Caddick – a favourite track 
of Theo’s. Musing that folk music 
has a magical quality, like a 
unicorn, he proposed it as the 
name and it stuck.

What were the key milestones 
for the magazine?
We introduced different coloured 
covers for each edition and the 
size grew steadily. We ran a folk 
related quiz in issue 20 and the 
cover of the 100th issue was a full 
colour picture of the dedicated 
production team. The circulation 
grew rapidly and within five years 
each edition was 3,200 copies.

What happened when you 
decided to retire in 2013 and 
sell your printing company?
Knowing I couldn’t continue 
printing after retirement, in 2012 

Theo and I looked for people to 
take over. Simon Bailes, Mike 
Nacey and Clive Batkin stepped 
forward, but soon, Simon and 
Mike had to withdraw due to 
business pressures. The future 
looked bleak until in Autumn 
2016 Sandra Lawes agreed to 
work with Clive. Together they 
have maintained the essential 
ethos whilst introducing 
innovations such as the new full 
colour version. Theo and I are 
very proud to have created and 
run for over thirty years a thriving 
magazine which many now feel 
is an invaluable resource in this 
area. Long may it continue!

the history of Unicorn Magazine
an interview with alan creamer by sandra lawes

Unicorn Magazine is almost 36 years old so I interviewed 
one of its founders – Alan Creamer – about how it all started. 
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Autumn 2018  

28 Sep Club callers and AGM 
 

5 Oct David and Rebecca Capron 
 

12 Oct Mike Bennett and FF Band 
 

19 Oct Barrie Bullimore  

20 Oct Saturday Special at Sam Ryder 
 

 Geoff Cubitt, Mollie and Ali  

26 Oct Bob Lilley 
 

2 Nov Bob Barrett and Spring Greens 
 

9 Nov Frances Oates 
 

16 Nov Eileen's Birthday Party with 
 

 Mark Elvins and Spring Greens 
 

23 Nov Jane Pfaff and FF Band 
 

30 Nov Anglo Scottish with Stephen 
 

 Webb and Douglas Hedley 
 

7 Dec Suzanne Farmer and FF Band 
 

14 Dec Christmas Special with 
 

 Wendy Harrup and Cloudburst 
 

21 Dec Carol singing around St Albans 

If you enjoy a 
lively barn dance, 

you'll find 
Friday Folk is 
a great way  

to meet  
like-minded 
people and 

have fun. 
Newcomers are 

always welcome. 
And there's no need 
to bring a partner. 

Meeting Fridays from 7:45 to 10:00 pm  
at The Church Hall, Marlborough Road, 

St Albans, AL1 3XG.  
www.fridayfolk.org.uk – 01727 856508 

Standard Friday admission £4 

Bedfordshire’s 
Premier Home 
Brew and  
Wine Making  
Specialists

•  Comprehensive 
range of bitters

• Wide selection  
of lagers

• Large choice  
of wines

•  Excellent prices
•  Free advice

HOME BREW HELPLINE
01234 353856
contactus@thehappybrewer.com

www.thehappybrewer.com
Open Tuesday to Saturday 9.30am to 5pm  

Sunday 10.30am to 4.30pm  
Closed Monday except Bank Holidays

Roxton Garden Centre  
@ The Black Cat Roundabout 

Bedford Road, Roxton, MK44 3DY
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CB  |  reviewed by Clive Batkin
EB  |  reviewed by Ed Broadbridge

SL  |  reviewed by Sandra Lawes

lively tune by the Swedish fiddler Ellika Frisell. 
The combination of their styles and skills results 
in music which put me in mind of a film score 
– full of suspense, excitement and twists and 
turns that could form an expressive background 
to the unfolding action of some imaginary plot.  
It is an eclectic blend of jazz, folk classical and 
traditional music and most of the numbers have 
a dreamy, almost magical quality.  The sound 
quality is superb – as you might expect from a 
recording by the renowned sound engineer Andy 
Bell of Bellowhead fame at two rural locations 
near Oswestry, which both played a large part in 
the overall sound and atmosphere of the album.  
Within the beautifully crafted album cover there 
are also some helpful sleeve notes which explain 
the background to each of the tracks. You can find 
out more about Crossings and buy a copy at www.
brackenburymusic.uk. SL

6 ‘hover’  |  bryony griffith: This CD is the 
second solo outing from Bryony (her first album 
Nightshade came out in 2014), whom many of you 
will already know from her extensive work in the 
folk field. Although primarily a solo fiddle album, 
many of the tracks (all traditional but arranged 
by Bryony) also feature guitar and double bass 
from Ian Stephenson. I loved this CD – if I use the 
word ‘simplicity’ to describe it, this is not meant 
to belittle the obvious technical talent that Bryony 
posseses both as a player and an arranger (listen 
to her playing on track 5 if you need evidence 
of this!), but rather sums up the welcome 
atmosphere this CD evokes. It’s a pure and honest 
evocation of a certain style of music, and one 
which I thoroughly enjoyed with repeated listening, 
either as background music whilst working (a lot 
of the manual compilation work of this latest issue 
of the magazine was spent with this CD coming 
through my headphones, as a matter of fact!), or 
for more attentive, analytical listening. The CD 
packaging has copious sleeve notes describing 
each tune and where Bryony came across them, 
all of which added to my enjoyment of the tunes. 
Maybe a whole album of solo fiddle and guitar 
won’t appeal to everyone out there (I know how 
much folkies love their songs!), but to me this was 
sonic heaven – many thanks, Bryony, for sending 
it in to us! More information on Hover and all of 
Bryony’s other work can be found on her website, 
www.bryonygriffith.com. CB

4 ‘instamatic’  |  The rag house band: The Rag 
House Band, based in St Albans, Herts, is a real 
family affair consisting of Stephen Wragg, his 
daughter Rachel Sharman and her husband Andy, 
plus Stephen’s wife Esther who produced the 
artwork and photography on the lovely CD sleeve. 
This is their first studio album and there are eight 
original tracks – all penned and arranged by the 
artists. The lyrics of the slow rhythmical ballads 
are like poems set to music and are accompanied 
by traditional instruments – harmonium, keyboard, 
piano, xylophone, percussion and, most notably 
– ukuleles! But forget George Formby and any 
preconceptions about ukuleles, these instruments 
are played as you may never have heard ukuleles 
played before. With the clever arrangements of 
the songs, they sound amazing and produce a very 
full sound. Stephen and Rachel provide the vocals 
and their diction is so clear that you can hear 
every word. The themes of the songs are intriguing 
and wide-ranging. The title track ‘Instamatic’ 
deals with nostalgic experiences on the famous 
Grantchester Meadows near Cambridge 
frequented by such worthies as Byron, Brook and 
Pink Floyd! Others have various thought provoking 
themes including a radioactive danger zone, a fall, 
the passing of time and a dramatic day. The album 
was recorded at Grand Chapel Studios – an old 
Methodist Chapel with high ceilings, open spaces 
and great acoustics in Tebworth near Toddington. 
It was launched on 11 September and is now 
available on Spotify and Apple Music. See  
www.raghouseband.uk. SL

5 ‘Crossings’  |  brackenbury & neilson: Faith 
Brackenbury and John Neilson have a link (albeit 
a tenuous one) to Unicorn country as John grew 
up in Wheathampstead, Herts. Faith, a classically 
trained musician plays violin and viola and John 
is self-taught and plays piano and accordion (with 
a little concertina). This ten-track instrumental 
album, released in June 2018, is the first one from 
their collaboration and consists of nine original 
pieces written by the artists themselves and one 

1 ’notes from the boat’  |  mike Vass: The ten 
beguiling instrumental tracks on composer Mike 
Vass’ latest album feature not only ten of Scotland’s 
most highly rated musicians but also the sounds of 
the boat herself, her mooring ropes and rigging and 
the elements. The original idea for Mike’s seafaring 
adventures came when he was recuperating from 
a serious illness and his father gave him a copy of 
Neil Gunn’s book ‘Off in a Boat’ - the tale of a voyage 
around the spectacular Scottish coastline in the 
1930s.  Once recovered, Mike was so inspired that 
he took to the water himself.  This whole album was 
recorded in a floating studio om board Mike’s sailing 
boat docked on the Clyde and only instruments 
small enough to fit through the hatch could be used 
by the musicians. Luckily an accordion, a mandolin, 
guitars, fiddles, a whistle and a melodica all made it 
on board – although an upright piano didn’t and had 
to be replaced by a kalimba (a thumb piano) on one 
track! The album was mixed on board the boat while 
moored in Arrecife, Lanzarote and finally mastered at 
GloWorm Recording in Glasgow. The final result is a 
delightful collection of evocative ‘water music’, with 
some unusual background sound effects, performed 
by highly skilled musicians. It is gentle and haunting 
and a sheer pleasure to listen to. You can discover 
more about Mike Vass and this album at www.
mikevass.com and www.notesfromtheboat.com. SL

2 ’open my Eyes’  |  Connor adams: With an 
expressive voice that would not be out of place in 
a boy band, singer/songwriter Connor Adams is 
making quite a name for himself on the folk scene 
with his unique blend of indie and pop.  BBC Music 
Introducing has described him as ‘An up and coming 
star’. His six track second EP ‘Open My Eyes’ 
was released at the end of 2017 and showcases 
his ability to paint vivid images and pictures with 
just a few words. The songs express the powerful 
emotions of youth and Connor tells us that he uses 
music specifically to express feelings.  To me, this 
is particularly evident in the track ‘Adventure’ which 
was released as a single. Accompanying himself 

on the acoustic guitar, he sings of ‘Let’s go to 
Hawaii, let’s go to Jamaica … it’ll be an adventure’ 
– something which I found entirely believable. 
A striking music video accompanies the single. 
A number of musicians playing electric guitar, 
bass guitar, violins, piano, Hammond organ and 
percussion support Connor’s lead vocals but he is 
undoubtedly the star of the album. The last year has 
been very busy for this talented young man as he 
has been touring, appearing on BBC Introducing and 
supporting The Darkness. I understand he has the 
reputation of being able to energise a live audience 
on his own or with a full band, but I have not had the 
pleasure of seeing him perform. You can find more 
information on Twitter, Facebook, Instagram and his 
website www.connoradamsmusic.com. SL

3 ’in good Company’ |  Caesar Pacifici & brian 
brooks: This is a debut album with twelve tracks 
(playtime just over 60 minutes). The cover describes 
the content as Traditional Irish, Blues and Original 
Music. These life-time friends were originally 
members of the New York band ‘The Flying Cloud’ 
(Adelphi Records), and they toured extensively across 
the U.S.A. The first track ‘Morning Dew’ begins with a 
strong rhythm on electric guitar and the fiddle comes 
slowly in as the pace of the music increases and then 
they ‘are really jamming.’ In Paddy Fahy’s Reel, I love 
the way that the music builds. But, why am I singling 
out tracks? They are all good! Progressing through 
the tracks is easy on the ear. Caesar and Brian 
have a musical empathy that comes over in their 
music. They take simple initial musical statements 
and weave them into interesting melodies. The 
music created has a good ambience and is pleasant 
listening. Much of it has a strong beat and rhythm 
that owes much to Irish / Scottish music. There is a 
clever musicianship in this CD. but it isn’t brash or 
showy. Marmite, you either love or detest but music 
can grow on you with further listening. This CD is 
definitely the growing on you type. Treat yourself 
to a copy today. For further information visit: www.
pacificiandbrooks.com. The album is available now 
through CDBaby.com. EB
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More reviews 
to coMe in 
the next issUe 
– apologies 
if we haven’t 
got roUnd to 
yoUrs as yet...



CB  |  reviewed by Clive Batkin
EB  |  reviewed by Ed Broadbridge

DC  |  reviewed by Debbie Catt
SL  |  reviewed by Sandra Lawes

BP  |  reviewed by Bill Pardon

yet again the sun blazed down on this years’ 
magnificent Folk by the Oak folk festival, held 

in the tranquil grounds of Hatfield House. Every 
year this event seems to go from strength to 
strength, with its successful formula now firmly 
established in most people’s folk calendars.

As with previous years, the usual selection of top 
name ‘main stage’ acts were interspersed with 
the sophisticated scheduling of smaller or lesser 
known ‘Acorn Stage’ performers – the timing 
of each cleverly filling in for the downtime on 
the main stage necessitated by the equipment 
change over between acts.

No festival is complete without the standard 
supporting accoutrements – craft tents, food 
and beverage stalls, activities for children and 
plentiful toilets! Again this year saw a plethora 
of these, and all the tents seemed very well 

attended, even if possibly by people just trying to 
get a bit of respite from the relentless sun!

Personal highlights for me on the main stage 
included the rousing Eliza Carthy & The Wayward 
Band, and the breathtaking music of Julie Fowlis. 
The easy access  afforded to the front of the 
stage and the large side video screen always help 
ensure that a good view is possible of even the 
most popularly attended performances.

The smaller and more intimate atmosphere of 
the Acorn Stage also featured some fantastic 
slots and I found it hard to pick a favourite, so 
top-quality were all the acts. If I had to ‘name 
names’, then the Midnight Skyracers, The 
Drystones and the force of nature that were the 
CC Smugglers would probably be at the top of my 
list. Every act was worthy of a favorable mention 
however – I’m just sorry we don’t have more 
space here for a full report...

If you have not attended this festival as yet then 
I heartily recommend that you check it out – 
I doubt you will be disappointed... 

Clive Batkin

7  ‘by The night’  |  alden, Patterson & 
dashwood: Judging by the rapturous reception 
they received at festivals and gigs throughout 
the summer, I feel confident in saying that we 
are going to hear a great deal more from these 
three very talented young people. I caught their 
sets at both Sidmouth and Shrewsbury Folk 
Festivals and their live performances are as 
poetic and mesmerising as their studio albums. 
Having formed in late 2015, Christina Alden 
(vocal / guitar), Alex Patterson (fiddle / vocals) 
and Noel Dashwood (dobro / vocals) released 
their second album ‘By The Night’ in June 
2018. Half of the ten tracks were written by the 
performers and all the tracks were arranged by 
them, showing off their lovely close harmonies 
and skilled musicianship.  I really enjoyed 
listening to the music on this CD which has a 
very traditional feel overlaid with a distinctive 
fresh approach. Christina plays a post 2000 
Gibson LG-2, Alex plays an old French fiddle and 
sometimes a 1914 Gibson A-1 mandolin and 
Noel plays a Paul Beard resonator guitar and is 
endorsed by D’Addario strings. Alden Patterson 
and Dashwood (or APD for short!) are based in 
Norwich but travel widely and are supporting 
Show of Hands on their Autumn 2018 Tour – 
appearing in our area at The Alban Arena and 
The Wycombe Swan in November. Don’t miss 
them! More information on their Facebook page 
or at www.aldenpattersonanddashwood.com. SL

8 ‘namer of Clouds’  |  Kitty mcfarlane: Having 
seen and enjoyed Kitty’s solo set at Folk By The 
Oak in 2017, I was very interested to hear this 
new recording. This album is a slickly produced 
affair, which makes excellent use of a fuller band 
sound, as provided by a range of very proficient 
musicians. Kitty’s vocal are strong yet pleasing 
to the ear, and her clear diction and enunciation 
allow the carefully constructed lyrics to always 
come across well. Material on the CD is a mix of 
Kitty’s own songs, some traditional arrangements 
and even a version of a Gerard Manley Hopkins 
poem set to music. The record is beautifully 
designed and packaged, in an elegant and relaxed 
style that reflects the musical content very well. 
I loved the overall vibe of this recording and it’s 
continued to grow on me with repeated listenings. 
I really hope Kitty will perform the material in a 
band context live, and even if not I look forward to 
hearing her next recording! CB

‘Banjophony’
Damien O’Kane & Ron Block

There are a couple of 
‘banjo jokes’ that I 
find really funny. My 

second favourite (my first is 
unfortunately far too long to 

properly recount here) goes something like this: 

“Where’s the banjo player?” 

“Oh, he’s out the back, parking his Porsche...!”

Ha ha ha... In the case of this next CD however, 
that concept is probably not far from the truth?

Both Damien O’Kane (Kate Rusby et al) and Ron 
Block (Alison Krauss & Union Station et al) are of 
course household names in the folk / acoustic / 
bluegrass world, so it should come as no surprise 
that this CD exhibits an extraordinary level of 
both playing, song writing, arranging and overall 
musical aplomb. Link that with guest appearances 
by a variety of other top musicians (Mike 
McGoldrick and Sam Bush to name but two), an 
immaculate recording sound, a beautiful package 
design and comprehensive sleeve notes, and you 
can probably imagine the quality that results.

The sleeve notes have interesting explanations 
behind the tunes, and the use of photography and 
innovative package design adds additional interest.

The tunes range from foot tappers to 
contemplative ballads, and the wide choice of 
instrumentation and skillful arrangements mean 
that the listener never gets bored (probably even 
those ‘banjo haters’ that I know are out there...?). 
This the kind of skill that can’t be bought, can’t be 
faked, and can’t be simply ‘fixed in the mix’… I defy 
anyone (whether they love, loathe or are simply 
indifferent to the banjo) not to be enamoured of 
this CD – go on, I dare you…

If these guy don’t own Porsches as yet (and I 
suspect that maybe in fact they do?) then there is 
simply no justice in the world!

Clive Batkin

“ banjophony are two Men, both of who 
play ‘chick-deterrent’ instrUMents...” 
ron block
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THURSDAYS 8.00pm – 10.45pm
ALL OTHER THURSDAYS ARE OPEN STAGE NIGHTS

4th Oct: Kaszak & Afifi & floor spots

11th Oct: Open Stage with feature spot by Elie Rees

18th Oct: Rik van den Bosch & floor spots

25th Oct: Open Stage

1st  Nov: Si Barron & floor spots

8th Nov: Open Stage

15th Nov: Sarah McQuaid & floor spots

22nd Nov: Open Stage

29th Nov: Bernard Hoskin & floor spots

6th Dec: Open Stage

13th Dec: Said the Maiden & floor spots

20th Dec: Chriistmas Party
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There’s a new Morris side on the block! 

We are called Golden Hare Morris in recognition 
of the Masquerade book and its links to Ampthill 

Great Park as we are continuing the Ampthill 
tradition, created and performed by the recently 
retired Redbornstoke Morris. The side is mixed and is 
currently quite small, comprising of both experienced 
Morris dancers and two ladies who are completely 
new to it. Some of you may have seen us on our 
inaugural outing at The Stone Jug in Clophill recently, 
or performing at the Aragon Day in Ampthill.

As a recently formed and growing side we would like 
to welcome new members, so if anyone fancies fun, 
social exercise and the opportunity to perform at fetes, 
events and hostelries, get in touch with us now. You 
can find us on Facebook under ‘Golden Hare Morris’.

You may ask why a new side has been formed 
in the area – that is a good question. Sadly the 
aforementioned Redbornstoke Morris donned their 
Morris bells for the last time in July at the much-
loved annual ‘Toddington Tour’ after over forty years 
of entertaining people So the idea of a new team to 
continue their unique legacy was planted. 

This was further encouraged following Redbornstoke’s 
popular and well received appearance at a ‘learning 
and participation’ weekend in Flitwick. Thus the 
idea took root and, if you’ll excuse the use of several 
metaphors together in one sentence, a new side 
was formed ‘rising from the ashes’ of Redbornstoke, 
meaning that there is a silver lining to the black cloud 
created by the sad news of their retirement!

We are in the process of planning another couple of 
‘dance-outs’ (Morris speak for public performances) in 
the coming weeks and months, so please come along 
to see us, have a chat, or book us for an event. If you 
think you’d like to dance with, or play for, us, please 
also feel free to say hello and ask any questions you 
may have. Alternatively, you can find us on Facebook 
(https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=golden%20
hare%20morris). We practice every Wednesday 
evening at Steppingly Village Hall from 8pm (and 
sometimes relocate to the pub next door for some 
refreshing libation afterwards)! 

We look forward to meeting you as audience or 
new members.

Anne M Davies BA (Hons)

a Morris tradition ‘reborn’!
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www.costadelfolk.co.uk 
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