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welcome to this, the first full colour 
issue of Unicorn Magazine. This change 
to the way the magazine is produced is 

the culmination of numerous careful steps that 
we have been planning ever since taking over 
the magazine from the original team in early 
2013 (way back in Issue 123). We hope it will be a 
welcome evolution, and that it will help all your 
adverts, features and content really stand out. We 
hope that it also makes our magazine (and by that 
we mean of all the ‘independent’, locally-focussed 
folk magazines out there) the only one of its kind 
in the manner in which it is produced. We hope it 
marks the start of a new chapter for the magazine 
and will result in a bigger, better and more 
appropriate publication for a modern readership. 
Nothing stays fixed...

This theme continues in the general folk world 
at the moment. You will see from our Chatterbox 
section (page 7), the sad news that several, very 
well-known and long-standing folk clubs, are 
soon to close... This is a worrying occurrence, but 
hopefully just a result of ‘normal life stuff’ and not 
the start of an ongoing trend. The local folk scene in 

the Unicorn area is still clearly very vibrant, plentiful 
and diverse. The submissions we receive for folk 
concerts, dance events and ‘folky’ happenings are 
delightfully many and varied. The number of CDs 
for review we have been sent echo this, even to the 
point that we have had to change our normal review 
practice and present this information in a slightly 
different way (see pages 42 – 43). 

Another innovation we have introduced in this issue 
(again in response to both your requests and the 
numerous interesting developments within the 
folk zeitgeist) is our ‘Editors’ Choice’ tag... This 
new feature will allow us to individually highlight 
anything that we feel is particularly worthy of note 
– be these from within our ‘traditional’ area, or 
from the wider folk world.

As ever, we welcome your comments and 
suggestions on any of our changes... 
do keep us informed of your thoughts! 

See you round the clubs.

Sandra & Clive

Editorial Team:

Clive Batkin
07771 822414
clive@cbatkin.plus.com
 unicornmagazine 
@hotmail.co.uk

Sandra Lawes
unicornmagazine 
@hotmail.co.uk

Contact address:
2 Hill Close, Harpenden,  
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How did your musical journey begin?
I come from Spalding in Lincolnshire where my 
parents set up the local folk club, wrote songs 
and played in a ceilidh band. Some of my earliest 
memories are of being dragged around festivals 
and folk clubs so I guess music was in my blood. I 
started learning the double bass when I was only 
8 years old when the instrument was bigger than 
me but luckily, I was tall for my age. Now the only 
problem is I can’t drive a sporty little car as the 
double bass won’t fit!
In my teens, I also took up the bass guitar to compete 
with all the electric guitars (having been given one by 
a biker in a bar in exchange for a pint and a packet of 
pork crackling!) But that’s another story.

Where did you go after Lincolnshire?
At college in Nottingham I did a Btec in Pop Music, 
and while I was there, I saw a poster advertising 
for a bass guitarist to play in a country/rock band. 
So, at the age of 17, I found myself travelling the 
country with them for 2 or 3 years, playing for line 
dancers. I got my next break from an ad my Mum 
saw by chance – for a bass guitarist with Press 
Gang the folk / rock band, and I toured with them 
for a couple of years.

How did the connection with Show of Hands 
come about?

I toured with some other bands, then in 2003 
at Cropredy the late, great Nick Quarmby told 
me that the Phil Beer Band had a vacancy for 
an acoustic guitarist. So I played some gigs and 
festivals with them and that led to my guesting 
with Show of Hands on their Autumn 2004 tour. I 
also toured with them in 2005 but in those early 
days I never imagined we would play the Royal 
Albert Hall together or I would be awarded an 
Honorary Doctorate in Music from the University 
of Plymouth!

What was the next stage of your journey?
By 2009, I had moved to Bath where Rex Preston 
had his band and we quickly realised that his 
mandolin made a great combination with my 
double bass so we toured together and made 
three albums. But nothing stays the same for 
ever. So, Wickham Festival this August is our last 
gig together then Rex will achieve his ambition of 
becoming a professional photographer.

What’s next?
I’ve done a solo tour this year with my album 
Borrowed Places and I’ll be at Folk by the Oak 
in Hatfield, then Cropredy and the New Forest 
Festival with Show of Hands. After some more 
solo dates, including Cambridge Folk Club on 
22 September, I join Show of Hands for their 
Cathedrals Tour in the autumn.
In 2018, I’ll be on the road as a solo artist again 
with my husband Dan doing the driving and the 
sound. I just love the friendliness of the audiences 
and that connection – you really feel it when you 
play solo and it doesn’t matter whether the venue 
is large or small.
And in between tour dates, we live in beautiful 
Totnes where Dan runs a picture framing 
business. It’s the perfect place for the creative 
work on my next solo album for 2019 – developing 
new ideas and themes is something I really enjoy. 
Who knows where my journey will take me next?

many unicorn readers know miranda sykes as 
the double bass player accompanying show 
of Hands. but how did she get there and 

where is she going now? i interviewed her shortly 
after her stunning performance at the Cromer Folk 
on the Pier Festival and this is what i learned:

July – October highlights

world class music & entertainment 

The Stables | Wavendon | Milton Keynes

box office 01908 280800  |  book online www.stables.org
Handling charges apply to all bookings & online bookings subject to ticket processing fee

Hothouse Flowers Sun 16 Jul, 8pm 
£29.50 & £27.50

Rodney Crowell & Jim Lauderdale Wed 26 July, 8pm | £22.50

The Spooky Men’s Chorale Thu 27 July, 8pm | £22.50

Martin Carthy & Eliza Carthy Sun 3 Sept, 8pm | £17.50

Peggy Seeger Tue 3 Oct, 8pm | £16.50

James Yorkston, Kris Drever  
& Withered Hand

Tue 10 Oct, 8pm | £16.50

The Urban Folk Quartet Thu 19 Oct, 8pm | £15

Martin Simpson Tue 24 Oct, 8pm | £17.50

SANDRA’S
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watford Folk Club is pleased to announce that 
their new website is now up and running at  
www.watfordfolkclub.co.uk with full details of 
upcoming acts and activities.

Also, due to a change in requirements, there is no 
longer a box office or tickets for events. Entry is 
now by suggested minimum donation on the door to 
enable covering the costs of putting on the event and 
to help them continue providing events in the future.

st albans international organ Festival Fringe 
Festival runs from June 28 to July 9. It includes 
the annual St Michael’s Street Folk evening on 
Wednesday July 5 with dancing in the Street and 
music everywhere. On Friday July 7, Folk at The 
Maltings presents The Volunteer Organist: join 

Silent Sessions for the elucidating tale of organ 
builder Joseph Gabler and his pact with the devil, 
with music performed on atypical instruments in 
an atypical style. The concert will also include a 
set from Said the Maiden and support slot from 
New Roots finalist, Clarke Camilleri. The Festival 
Garden Party in the Vintry Gardens organised 
by St Albans Arts Team on Saturday July 8 will 
offer ‘top-class folk, bluegrass, acoustic pop and 
indie’, including The Carrivick Sisters and New 
Roots finalist Emma Risley. The Great Northern in 
London Road will be holding a beer festival from 
July 7 – 9 and there will be a session there on 
Sunday July 9 at 7.00pm.

CluB ClOSureS

We are sad to say that three clubs are soon 
to close (or at the least go through major 

interregnums)... Details as follows:

Herga: With a heavy heart 
Herga announced that at the 
Herga AGM on 6th March 
2017, after much discussion, 
that the Club was clearly not 
sustainable in its present 
format and that therefore its 

activities be suspended with effect from the end 
of June 2017.

So, after more than 54 glorious years of a well-
earned international reputation, a collective 
membership in the thousands, more than 500 
guest performers and more than a million 
cumulative decibels, Herga will suspend 
operations at the end of June. 

However, The Herga Folk club will hopefully 
will be reborn, initially as a singaround,  in the 
The Castle pub, West Street, Harrow on the Hill 
with a proposed kick-off date of Monday 18th 
September, 7.30pm for a 8.00pm start. Email 
oldtimetim@gmail.com for confirmation and 
more details nearer that date.

stortfolk: As per their ad in the last issue, 
after 43 years Stortfolk closed on the 6th June. 
The club ran for much longer probably, for 
some 50 years with a pre–history of a couple 
of years before that! They would appreciate 
any memories of the club (good or bad!) to be 
collected into a memorial document to celebrate 
their closing If anyone can recall anything that 
went on at the club, do get in touch with Jon 
McNamara (or us).

Haddenham Ceilidhs: The final event being 
organised by Haddenham Ceilidhs is on 
Saturday December 2 and the main hall used 
for the Ceilidh in the evening will be a concert 
venue from 3.00pm to 5:30pm (Guests still 
being arranged). This will be followed by 45 / 
60 minutes show by the Stony Steppers and 
the ceilidh from 8.00pm will be called by Barry 
Goodman and the band will be PolkaWorks with 
some very special guest musicians.

Concert artists still to be organised for the final  
evening concert venue but will include three 
New Roots finalists – Thomas Evans, Bow by Bow 
and Megan Wisdom. Any publicity for their final 
event will be more than appreciated.
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Do remember to send us your  
club news for ‘Round The Clubs’ 
and we’ll feature it in this section



“stoney broke in dublin”

Stoney broke in the city of Dublin,
The place they said to call my home.
I walked upon her streets forever,
Getting nowhere, but all alone.

You know that I used to believe in God,
For sure, that has faded some since.
On my knees I had to beg forgiveness,
For things, I never did.

Stoney broke in the city of Dublin.
I couldn’t take one Shilling for myself.
I could not take the guilt upon the torment
Or the strings that came with it.

To man and God and love and war,
The homeless beggar and the city whore.
You’re just another coat against the rain,
Put your shoulder to the wind once again.

Stoney broke in the city of Dublin,
I cannot say that city was my friend.
Stoney broke is all she gave me.
Stoney broke, all stones turned. 

(Repeat last verse x 3)

many thanks to Kevin for sending in these songs. 
more information on him and his work can be 

found on his website here: www.kevinhuntband.com

You can also download both these songs from the 
following Soundcloud links:

stoney broke in dublin
https://soundcloud.com/kevinhuntband/stoney-broke-in-dublin

Hope against Hope
https://soundcloud.com/kevinhuntband/hope-against-hope

“Hope against Hope”

Hope against hope, fear upon fear,
That’s life now, for me.
I stand back, watch it all, it’s how, it must be.
I could take your hand, turn you into the man that I 
want you to be.
But you must find your own way, fight the fight 
everyday and see where it leads.

I’ll be there for you when you need.
I’ll hold your hand when you can’t sleep
I’ll be waiting for you. For you to ask me.

You must take a chance and you must learn to dance, 
to your own tune.
You must take a stand and be your own man, do what 
you know is true.
Well I won’t be the own, to who you’ll always run.
But know, I believe in you.
Just do all you can, to be the man you can.
It’ll all come to you.

I’ll be holding my tongue now you see,
In the shadows unseen.
I’ll be holding out, holding out for you to ask me.

I could tell you the way that it was in my day
But what good is that to you.
Times always change, yet everything stays the same.
We’ve all been there too.
You learn your own way by the mistakes that you make.
Some you win. Some you lose.
Don’t cry for me son when I’m dead and gone you gave 
me everything, and then some.

I’ll be there for you when you need.
In the shadows unseen.
I’m just your old man
But I’m here when you need me.

I’m here when you need me even though you can’t see 
me, I’ll be there,
I’m here when you need me even though you can’t see 
me, I’ll be there, for you.

wOrdS & MuSiC By kevin Hunt
© 2016, Kevin Hunt

We have a (relatively) strict policy for which CDs 
we review. As with most areas of the magazine, 

we tend to only feature recordings made by artists 
living in, working in or having a significant link with 
our covering area. When you send in CDs, it would 
therefore help us greatly if you could outline how 
your offering fits within that criteria.

If you have a recent CD which you feel might 
interest our readers (and you are within our 
catchment area) please send a copy to:

Unicorn Magazine CD Reviews
2 Hill Close, Harpenden, Herts AL5 5JE

a nOte On Our Cd review pOliCy
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Wednesday 19th July
Laura Smyth and Ted Kemp

£11 (£10 advance)

August - we’re closed!
Wednesday 13th September
Gerry Colvin Band

£11 (£10 advance)

 

Old Dispensary, 13 St Mary’s St., Ely
CB7 4ER

01353 740999/664706
www.elyfolkclub.co.uk

Ely Folk Club
presents
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sunday lunCHTimEs
   STONY STRATFORD • Vaults Bar, High Street 
(Weekly): Jane, 01908 566407

sunday EVEnings
   WESTON TURVILLE • The Chandos (3rd): 
Roger Dorman, 01296 613742

   MILTON KEYNES • see www.mksessions.blogspot.com 
(Weekly)

   MILTON KEYNES • New Bradwell Sports Club, 
New Bradwell (1st): Patsy, 07932 157610

   ST ALBANS • Great Northern, 172 London Road 
 (June 25, July 9 at 7pm and August 20 at 6pm). 
Alison Macfarlane, 01727 852111

   ST ALBANS • Lower Red Lion, Fishpool Street 
(2nd 7.00 – 10.00pm): John Breeze, 07774 909067

   LEIGHTON BUZZARD • The Swan, Northall (1st) 
Richard Chatterley, 07790 023220

    TRING • Cowroast Inn. London Road, Tring, Herts, 
HP23 5RF (2nd) 7.30 – 9.30pm. Slow and steady folk 
tune session for beginners and improvers. 
Louise, 07791 561199

monday EVEnings
   ASHWELL • Rose & Crown (1st): 
Ian Chandler, 01462 743091

    CHATTERIS • Chatteris Folk Club, Honest John, 
24a South Park St, PE16 6AR (3rd), Acoustic music 
and song: Keith Cheale, 02354 652868

    SOHAM • Cherry Tree, Fordham Rd (3rd): 
Claire White, 01353 720550

   STEVENAGE • Our Mutual Friend (2nd): Gary Moyle, 
07960 953778

   TOTTERNHOE • Old Farm Inn (8.30pm, weekly): 
Contact, 01582 661294 (pub)

TuEsday EVEnings
   ABINGTON PIGOTTS • Village Hall, SG8 0SH 
(8-10.30pm, 3rd, admission £2 per person): 
George Norris, 01763 853062

    AMPTHILL • The Albion, Dunstable Street (2nd): 
Rod Ward, 01763 852 377

   BEDFORD • Burnaby Arms, Stanley St 
(last 7.30pm, tunes) Matthew Rickards, 07791 433456

    DUNSTABLE • Globe, Winfield St (Weekly): 
Maureen, 01582 512300

    DUNTON • March Hare, Dunton, nr Biggleswade (1st): 
John Pritchett, 01767 448093 (pub)

   GT WILBRAHAM • Memorial Hall Social Club (3rd): 
Dave, 01440 783280

   HEMEL HEMPSTEAD • Leverstock Green Cricket Club, 
24 Bedmond Road, HP3 8LJ (1st Bluegrass and oldtime 
songs and tunes): Chris Lawrence, 01442 215826

   HISTON • Boot, Histon, nr Cambridge (1st): 
Dave Benford, 01223 880553

    MARCH • Georges Folk Club, 61 High Street, PE15 9JJ 
(1st), Acoustic music and song: Mark Gibson, 01354 652868 

   RICKMANSWORTH • Conservative Club, Bury Lane 
(2nd): Michael, 01923 770425

    TEWIN • Rose & Crown. (3rd evenings). Acoustic, vocal, 
instrumental. Kit Burgess, 01438 869435

   TRING • Kings Arms, (8.30, 1st, trad Irish songs & 
tunes, led by Chan Reid/fiddle, John Devine/pipes, Neil 
Stanton/guitar): Rob Muirhead (landlord), 01442 823318

   WOOTTON (Beds) • The Cock MK43 9JT (8.00pm, 
broad acoustic & folk): Mike Carter Jones, 01234 768555, 
Pub (Karen), 01234 930034

wEdnEsday EVEnings
   BARTON-LE-CLAY • Waggon & Horses (8.30pm, 
fortnightly): Ann, 01582 560815

   BENINGTON (Stevenage) • The Bell (1st): Kit Burgess, 
01438 869435

   CAMBRIDGE • Six Bells, Covent Garden (8.30pm, 
2nd, Bluegrass & Old Time): Jim, 07803 158084

   ELY • Town Folk, The Town House PH, Market St, Ely. 
(2nd and last): Liam, 01353 659614 or 07468 240798 
debrunliam@outlook.com

   MARCH • March Folk Club, Royal British Legion Club, 
Rookswood, 27 West End, PE15 8DP (3rd), Acoustic 
music and song: Keith Cheale, 02354 652868

   MOGGERHANGER • Moggerhanger Village Hall 
(7.00pm for 8.00pm, 1st): Chris Bashford, 01767 640242

   RADLETT • Cat & Fiddle, Cobden Hill, WD7 7JR 
(8.00pm, 2nd): Nick, 020 8207 3057

   ST ALBANS • White Swan, Dagnall St (8.30pm, 
weekly, mainly music): Rick Payman, 01727 852976

   TEBWORTH • Queens Head, LU7 9QB (4th, free food): 
Richard Chatterley, 07790 023220

   TOWERSEY • Village Hall (7.30 for 8.00pm, 3rd): 
Andrew Leleux, 01296 615160

   WELHAM GREEN • North Mymms Social Club, 
AL9 7PQ (2nd): Alan Francis, 07774 859758

THursday EVEnings
   HERTFORD • Great Eastern, Railway Place (3rd): 
Keith Acheson, 07979 841079

   KIMPTON • The Boot (2nd & 4th): 
Doug, 07973 751039, jennerdouglas@me.com

   LUTON • Castle PH LU1 3AA (weekly): 
Nigel Bailey, 07788 431470

   TOWERSEY • Three Horseshoes (last): 
Grant, 01844 212322

    WOBURN SANDS • Royal Oak (2nd & 4th): 
Vic Longhorn, 01908 582660

Friday EVEnings
   AYLESBURY • Queens Park Arts Centre 
(1st, 3rd and 5th): Amanda Diamond, 01296 424332

   ST NEOTS • Chequers, St Mary’s St, PE19 2TA 
(14 July, no session August, 8 September): 
Sarah, 07857 311834, ssennett@theiet.org

   STEEPLE CLAYDON • Prince of Wales MK18 2NP 
(2nd, Open Mic): Charlie, 07925 145062

We would strongly suggest checking with the venue / organiser before attending any of the 
below since unfortunately we can’t be held responsible for the accuracy of the information

 

The 

25th 
Tenterden  

folk f   
“Tenterden, the Jewel of the Weald”   

 
Thursday 5 th to  

Sunday 8 th October  
2017 

 
 

 
 

 

Folk song, music, dance,

BUY TICKETS, GET INVOLVED 
OR TAKE PART:

 
 

i  

 

Guests include: Barrie & Ingrid Temple, 
Brian Peters, Derek Gifford, Dick Miles, 
Graeme Knights, Greg Harper, Jeff Warner 
(USA), Jezreels Ceilidh Band (Sponsored by 
Taylor Wimpey), JIB (are Barrie & Ingrid 
Temple with Jim Mageean), Jim Bain-
bridge, Jim Mageean, Keith Kendrick & 
Sylvia Needham, Nick Dow, Paul and Liz 
Davenport, Pete Castle, Si Baron, Snail 
Tales Storytelling, Steve Turner, Tim Lay-
cock, Wheeze presented by Parrabbola 
Thursday evening concert:  Steve Tilston 
plus Nick, Keith & Sylvia  
Free music stage & other showcase guests 
include:  Alan Neville & Rachel Eyres, Ash-

(Belgium), Earwig Corner, Endless Knot, 
Green Diesel, John Bowden & Vic Shep-

Peter Hicks,  United Folk Orchestra  
Plus our popular regular/local guests:  
Adrian O, Bob Kenward, Chris Roche, Gavin 
& Julie Atkin, John & Di Cullen, Malcolm 
Ward, Mark Gibson, Marsh Warblers, Mor-
rigan, Peter Collins, Roger Resch, Spare 
Parts, Sue Watson, & Lizzi Stephens, Tom 

Lead, Travelling Folk, Vic & Tina Smith  

Plus up to 60 Morris sides, Appalachian danc-
ers, folk dance display teams and street theatre 

CHECK THE WEBSITE FOR  
FULL  DETAILS 

 

Ticketed events include: concerts, barn 
dance, special shows, workshops, meet 
the guests, folk clubs, etc.  
Free events include: 
free music stage, dance stage, dance dis-
plays, procession, song and music ses-
sions, street theatre, etc. 

CONTACT INFORMATION:  
Alan Castle,  15 Repton Manor Road,  

Ashford, Kent TN23 3HA  
 

Paul Cumberland T:01795 532370  
 

Chief stewards: Kathy & Bob Drage,  
 

T: 01843 835694 
Dance co-ordinator:  
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July

Fri 7    AGM • BFC
     Mike Bennett and Barbara, Harold 

and Derek • FF
Sat 8    Public dance 7.30 – 11.00pm with 

Stradivarious band and caller Frances 
Richardson. Goldington Academy.  Bring 
plate of food • BFC

     Dance with caller Phyllis Chapman 
• WFD

Fri 14    Club night – visitors welcome • BFC
     Barrie Bullimore and the Friday Folk 

Band • FF
Sun 16    Workshop for experienced dancers 

Playford Past & Present 2.00pm 
£9.00 in advance • FCSH

Fri 21    Club night – visitors welcome • BFC
     Ceilidh with Jumping Beans band 

and caller Keith Day • BFFC
Sun 23    Bob Lilley • FF
     Dance with Jumping Beans band 

with caller Keith Day • BFFC
Fri 28    Garden Dance with Spring Greens 

(phone for details) • FF

auguSt

Fri 4    Club closed • FF
     Club closed • BFC
Fri 11    Club closed • BFC
     Club closed • FF
Sat 12    Dance with callers John, Gillian, Anne, 

Peter, Michael Gill • WFD
Fri 18    Club closed • BFC
     BBQ (phone for details) • FF
Fri 25    Club closed • BFC
     Club closed • FF

SepteMBer

Fri 1    Club closed • BFC
     Bob Barrett • FF
Sat 2    Playford to Shaw Dance with Forest 

Band and caller Ivan Aitken • CFA
Fri 8    Club night - visitors welcome • BFC
     Ceilidh with Monty’s Maggot with caller 

Polly Dare • UC
     David and Rebecca Capron and Colin, 

Harold, Mollie and Susan • FF
Sat 9    Public dance 7.30 – 11.00pm with Chris 

and Julie’s band and caller Jeannie 
Byron Williams. Bring plate of food. 
Check website for location • BFC

     Dance with caller John Wood • WFD
Fri 15    Club night – visitors welcome • BFC
     Wendy Harrup and the Friday Folk Band 

• FF
Fri 22    Club night – visitors welcome • BFC
     St Albans Morris • FF
Fri 29    Club night – visitors welcome • BFC

     Club Callers and AGM • FF 

OrganiSerS & venueS

bFC bedford Fine Companions 
  Newnham Middle School, Polhill Avenue, Bedford 

MK41 9DT 
• David Cooke, 01234 823920 
https://finecompanions.wordpress.com

bFd  bedford Folk dance Club 
Putnoe Heights Church, Putnoe Heights, 
Bedford MK41 8EB  
• Ron Law, 01234 825 574

CFa  Chiltern Folk association 
Amersham Community Centre,  
Chiltern Avenue, HP6 5AH 
• Judith Inman, 01628 486845, 
www.chilternfolk.org.uk

CFdC  Chesham Folk dance Club 
Guide HQ, Bury Lane, Chesham, HP5 1HX 
• Richard Belson, 01494 783890.

FCsH  Friends of Cecil sharp House 
2 Regent’s Park Road, London NW1 7AY 
• Judith De Witt, 07949 147165,  
judith.dewitt@btinternet.com

FF  Friday Folk 
Samuel Ryder Academy, Drakes Drive, St Albans, 
Herts AL1 5AR 
• Bob Barrett, 01727 856508, www.fridayfolk.org.uk

lFdC  linsleighders Folk dance group 
14 Knaves Hill, Linslade, Leighton Buzzard, LU7 2UD 
• Elizabeth Corser, Secretary, 01525 378010 
elizabeth.corser@btinternet.comrganiSerS & 

rb  roundabouters Country dance Club 
The Friends’ Meeting House, Cuttys Lane, 
Stevenage, Herts SG1 1UP 
• Lorna Sharpe, 01438 727239 
roundabouters@live.co.uk, www.roundabouters.org.uk

sCd  staplers Country dance Club 
St Ippolyts Parish Hall, Waterdell Lane, St Ippolyts, 
Nr Hitchin, Herts SG4 7RB 
• Cecilia Mills, 01582 881966

uC  unicorn Ceilidhs 
St Mary’s Hall, Church Street, Baldock, SG7 5AE 
• Alan Creamer, 01582 724261, 07946 439095 
alan@creamer.me.uk, www.unicornceilidhs.org.uk

wFd  winchmore Folk dance Club 
Trinity Church Hall, Church St / Gentleman’s Row, 
Enfield, EN2 6AN 
• John Wood, 020 8926 7293 

PHoTo & HEadEr CourTEsy oF young misCEllany. 
sEE THEir arTiClE on PagE  46

Bedfordshire’s
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18-20 AUGUST 2017
Grove, Oxfordshire

Jez Lowe
Les Barker

Granny’s Attic
Climax Ceilidh Band

Nine Mile Ride
Kitty & Derek Burgess

Tony O’Neill ~ Bill McKinnon

After 31 years this will be the last 
happening of this small, friendly

festival with an emphasis on
joining in and making friends. 

WEEKEND TICKETS ONLY
£40

Day & Events Tickets available
T: 01235 765445

E: whitehorsefest@aol.com

whitehorsefolkfestival.co.uk

White Horse
Folk Festival

If you fancy dancing North East 
Rapper or Yorkshire Longsword 
or Medieval Buffens join us on a 

Tuesday at 8.30-10pm in the 
Friends Meeting House, Cutty’s 
Lane, Stevenage, SG1 1UP or 

email 
bagman@stevenagesword.org.uk
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Headline Acts – 3rd Quarter 2017
July 11th – Boxwood Chessmen
Four very experienced folk musicians came together as a “scratch band” and found 
joy within. Performing a joyous blend of Retro/Americano/Jazz/Folk they now 
perform in their own style called “Gloriana” Wonderful musicianship and songs. 
They’re great!
July 25th – Tim Mellor / Carl Hogsden
Two separate acts from Cambridge. Tim Mellor has an excellent voice and plays guitar, 
melodeon and Northumbrian small pipes if you could slice him like a stick of Blackpool rock 
you would find Genuine Traditional Folksinger written all through him! Carl Hogsden is 
another very fine traditional singer with a great guitar style , reminiscent of Martin Carthy. 

August 8th – The Fog
The Fog is a fantastic trio of mature and very wonderful musicians fronted by Jeff 
Carpenter on guitar, uke and tiple, Graham on uke bass and Frog on cajon and 
washboard. Up tempo from start to finish featuring songs about Tall girls from 
Texas, guitar shops in London, twenty steps to recording history and fat men trying 
to get to heaven....what more could one want? A superb night promised.
August 22nd – That Blue Patch
Ruth plays jazz uke, melodica and saxophone and has a great voice with husband 
Dave playing superb rhythm guitar. They have a large collection of songs covering 
every genre. They’re GREAT! Another act not to be missed!
September 12th – Green Leaves Down
A contemporary folk duo from Nottingham accompanying themselves on guitars. 
Songs of love, loss, murder and philandering with dynamic vocals and great 
harmonies. Something new at the club.
September 26th – Matt Thomas Thompson
I saw Matt in Cambridge and booked him. Accompanying himself on guitar he sings 
amusing songs with a  cheeky Liverpudlian accent. No shell suits permitted tonight!

The White Horse Folk Club
Castle Street

Hertford, SG14 1HH
2nd and 4th Tuesdays

of the Month.
Floor Spots available.

Music starts at 8pm
FREE ADMISSION

Contact Pat Crilly - 07971804418
Email - patcrilly@hotmail.com
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The Old Bull Inn 
56 High St 

(car park Market Hill) 
Royston SG8 9AW 

 

7:30 for 8pm till 11pm 
www.roystonfolk.org

Showcase Nights
Second Friday of EVERY Month

Concert Nights
Last Friday of EVERY Month

“For FOLK Music read … GREAT Music”

Friday 28th July 2017 
£13 (£12 in advance)  
£2 under 25s 
Keith Clouston - Storywheel 
Eastern Oud and looper, combined 
with Celtic influences  
Mandy Woods Nashville 
influenced songwriter with guitarist 
Harry Brzezinski  
Colin Davies Songwriter strongly 
influenced by James Taylor 
 

Friday 25th August 2017 
£12 (£10 in advance)  
£2 under 25s 
Boxwood Chessmen 
Fabulous local foursome 
Columbines   
Talented female Trio 

Friday 11th Aug 2017  
Martin Kaszak and Faradina Afifi 
The Where's Spot Band TBC 
3Folk 
Ali Cossor 
Bill Tarran 
YOUNG ARTIST CONTEST:  
Alex Woolfenden 

Friday 8th Sept 2017 
Jon Betmead and Tom Ling Steve Warner 
Phillip Rundall 
Colin Frid  
Bernard Hoskins  
YOUNG ARTIST CONTEST:  
Daisy Hill; J.P. Niland 
 
Showcases Hosted by Mark Gamon 
 

Friday 29th Sept 2017 
£15 (£13 in advance)  
£2 under 25s 
MEGSON  
Stu and Debbie award winning 
local folk celebs with their NEW 
album  
‘Good times will come again’ 
 
 

Friday 14th July 2017 
Reed (band)  
Revival 
Mike Chapman 
Ian Roland and Simon Yapp 
Bill Tarran 
YOUNG ARTIST CONTEST: 
The Trials of Cato 

MARK IS NOW BOOKING  
SHOWCASE SPOTS FOR 2017 

TICKETS  
FROM THE OLD BULL 
OR ON THE DOOR  
(reserve 01763260556)  

 1 2   v e n u e s ,   1 0 0   a r t i s t s ,   3 6   h r s   o f   C e i l i d h   &   D a n c e ,   A l l   A b o u t   C h il d r e n ,   Y o u t h   P r o g r a m m e ,   W o r k s h o p s ,   R e a l   A l e   &   C i d e r ,   T o w e r s e y   T a l e s ,   F o l k   C l u b ,   F i l m s ,   T h e a t r e   &   m o r e

19uniCorn magazinE: issuE 139 www.uniCornmagazinE.org



if you are not old enough to remember punk 
rock, Virginia wade winning wimbledon and the 
Queen celebrating 25 years of reigning, then 

you were not around when whitethorn morris were 
launched in september 1977. How long ago that now 
seems. no world wide web, laptops, mobile phones, 
Facebook, instagram or Twitter. The whitethorn 
‘bagman’ didn’t have to update the side’s Twitter feed 
prior to a gig. no, he or she had to find a map, make 
photocopies and post or hand them to the dancers 
and musicians. yes, no sat-navs either – many 
bookings started late as someone usually got lost en-
route! mind you, with my current sat-nav that is still 
possible, but that’s a story for another day!

So in the autumn of 1977, Whitethorn Morris made 
their entry into the wonderful world of Morris from 
the London suburb of Wealdstone in Middlesex. 
Dancing in north west style and clad in Laura Ashley 
smoky floral dresses with black Gamba shoes (our 
wooden clogs came along in the very early 80s) but 
don’t let the floral frocks fool you – Whitethorn were 
energetic, ballsy and very much precursors of the 
‘girl power’ that the Spice Girls thought they invented. 
Two years on in 1979, our kit was upgraded to a more 
dynamic blue cotton dress with a red pinafore and 
a blue mill girl’s cap. Over the years we have been 
mistaken for nurses, nuns and cheese demonstrators 
– no, please don’t ask! 

Back in the early 1980s, Whitethorn had enough 
dancers and musicians to fulfil two different bookings 
with two teams on many occasions. We’ve danced at 
Sidmouth (once busking and once officially), Whitby, 
Rochester, Chippenham, Swanage, Wimborne, 
Sheringham and in London (we were often to be found 
in Covent Garden on Sunday afternoon entertaining 
the tourists). In recent years, we have danced in 
Brittany at a Europeade event and in Prague at a 
folklore gathering.

   

Two members remain from the original starting line-
up, although only one of them is still dancing, the 
other plays a lethal crowbar and triangle in the band. 
Quite a few members have been around for many 
years, fitting in dancing alongside building careers, 
getting married in some cases and having babies, 
most of whom donned the mini Whitethorn kits that 
were passed down the line, until they discovered it 
was completely uncool. However, we do have the 
pictures in the team’s scrapbooks…

Our team come from far and wide to practice, which 
is still held in Wealdstone in a scout hut. Sue travels 
from Newport Pagnell and Jenny, our Foreman, 
comes from Oxfordshire. Some still live near 
Wealdstone, but we also reside in Bucks and Herts. 
We have two members in Bristol, who still join us 
for dancing out whenever they can. We would love to 
have more dancers join us and any new recruit is a 
marvellous bonus.

So 40 years on, it is time to celebrate friendship, 
music, dancing and years of shared memories, fun, 
cakes, tea, coffees, wine, cocktails and prosecco and 
this we are going to do on 23rd September in Tring in 
Hertfordshire.  We are going to have 40 cakes, bubbly, 
beers, lovely food, music, dancing and a ceilidh with 
The Geckoes. We are hoping that many teams will 
come and join us and we know that many of our ex 
members will also be coming along to party.  To 
find out more please email jandent@viaint.com or 
secretary@whitethornmorris.com or have a look at 
our website, Facebook or Twitter. I did say, times have 
changed! But the virtual world is no substitute for 
getting your kit on and coming along to say ‘Happy 
Birthday’ to Whitethorn who are #FabAtForty

Janice dent
secretary – whitethorn morris 

www.whitethornmorris.com

Dan Wilde, “New Routes”, J3, 
Cambridge, Friday 31st March 

This concert was the first in a new series of 
regular nights presenting acoustic, folk and roots 

artists, in what Cambridge Junction is calling “a 
fantastic opportunity to listen to the best emerging 
and established artists from the area in the intimate 
surroundings of the arts centre’s J3 studio space”. 
I was delighted to be invited along to the gig to 
represent community radio Cambridge 105, where 
I have a weekly folk show called Strummers & 
Dreamers. The radio show has been running for over 
five years now, and Dan just happens to have been 
one of my first session guests, back in November 
2011. Since then he’s been very busy, travelling 
widely – even living in Russia for a while – and 
making music. Now he’s settled back in his birthplace 
Cambridge; well, as settled as you can be when 
you’ve just embarked on a nationwide tour supporting 
exciting Welsh band Calan.

Dan’s fine lyrics and use of melody have led to his 
songs being likened to those of Paul Simon, Richard 
Thompson and Ron Sexsmith; such comparisons 
are far from misplaced, although Dan himself would 
perhaps prefer to be mentioned in the same breath as 
his own favourite songwriter, Justin Townes Earle. 

Dan’s set included material ranging back over the 
past seven years. Particular favourites were  
You Are A Fire, Pieces, containing the bittersweet 
line “God’s laughing when you talk about 
your future plans”, and Safiya, a song 
about his young niece.

A video of Dan’s song Abusing My 
Position, filmed in the Cambridge 
Museum of Technology can be seen 
here: www.folkradio.co.uk/2017/05/
dan-wilde-abusing-my-position/

Also on the bill at Junction 3 
was AK Patterson, who claims 
her unique vocal style was partly 
inspired by her time spent with 
Japanese Monks, plus there 
were floor spots by Buck 
Puffin, a fine fingerpicker 
with interesting takes on 
traditional material, soulful voiced 
Anna Hester, and Matt Hammond 
doing what he refers to as his “tappy-
whacky-singy-thingy”.

• www.danwilde.net
• www.junction.co.uk/new-routes
•  http://cambridge105.co.uk/shows/

strummers-and-dreamers

Les Ray

If anyone is struggling with producing their 
artwork in the new colour format (or would like 
their artwork that way and don’t know how or 
where to start), then do get in touch. We are very 
happy to help in any way during this changeover 
period, and could even produce an attractive 
colour template for you...

The is no Morris Page this issue, but this will 
be back in the next. We also had to remove our 
normal Advertiser Information section showing ad 
sizes, prices and formats for this issue, but if you 
need this information simply visit our website and 
download our Media Pack for complete details, or 
just drop us a line.
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Finally, please remember to include your club or 
organisation name somewhere within the filename 
of any document you send to us (e.g. ‘Harpenden_
Folk_Club_Diary.doc’ etc) since this will make 
identifying the huge number of files much easier 
for us and help avoid any mistakes / losses!



Sun 2 BLACK FEN FOLK CLUB • Open Stage
  ENGLISH MISCELLANY • NW & Cotswold Morris 
   HITCHIN FOLK CLUB • Club closed –  

summer holiday
Mon 3  ENGLISH MISCELLANY • Clog 
   STAPLERS • Jacqueline and Stuart Beattie
   WALTHAM ABBEY FOLK CLUB • Guests  

The Boxwood Chessmen
Tue 4  ST NEOTS FOLK CLUB • Open Stage (book your spot)
Wed 5  ENGLISH MISCELLANY • Dance Out St Michael’s Morris
   FOLK AT THE MALTINGS • St Michael’s Street Folk 

Evening, St Michael’s Street, St Albans. Dancing in 
the street and music everywhere

   LINSLEIGHDERS FOLK DANCE GROUP •  
Club Callers

Thu 6  BEDFORD FOLK DANCE CLUB • Dance with caller 
John Green

   BEDFORD FOLK MUSIC CLUB • Singaround
   REDBOURN FOLK CLUB • Open stage
   ROUNDABOUTERS (Stevenage) • Guest caller 

Jill Bransby
Fri 7  BEDFORD FINE COMPANIONS • AGM
   CAMBRIDGE FOLK CLUB • Club closed
   FOLK AT THE MALTINGS • Silent Sessions in ‘The 

Volunteer Organist’ (a story in music), Said the 
Maiden and New Roots 2017 finalist Clarke Camilleri 
(part of the International Organ Festival Fringe)

   FRIDAY FOLK • Mike Bennett and Barbara, Harold 
and Derek

   WATFORD FOLK CLUB • Na-Mara £8.00
Sat 8  PLACE THEATRE, BEDFORD • John Kirkpatrick 

(with Marisa, Jack and Davy)
Sun 9  HITCHIN FOLK CLUB • Club closed – 

summer holiday
Mon 10  STAPLERS • Denise Devonald
   WALTHAM ABBEY FOLK CLUB • Singaround
Tue 11  ST NEOTS FOLK CLUB • Sound Tradition
   WHITE HORSE HERTFORD • Box wood Chessmen
Wed 12  ENGLISH MISCELLANY • Country
   LINSLEIGHDERS FOLK DANCE GROUP • Club Callers
Thu 13  BEDFORD FOLK DANCE CLUB • Dance with caller 

Terry Elvins
   BEDFORD FOLK MUSIC CLUB • Singers Night
   REDBOURN FOLK CLUB • Robin Gillan plus 

floor spots
   ROUNDABOUTERS (Stevenage) • Club callers 

with Carousel Band
Fri 14  BEDFORD FINE COMPANIONS • Club night – 

visitors welcome
   CAMBRIDGE FOLK CLUB • Club closed
   FRIDAY FOLK • Barrie Bullimore and the Friday 

Folk Band
   ROYSTON FOLK CLUB • Showcase Session  

and Young Artists Competition
   WATFORD FOLK CLUB • Singaround £4
Sun 16  HITCHIN FOLK CLUB • Club closed – 

summer holiday
   STRUMMERS FOLK COLLECTIVE • Harry Bird 

& the Rubber Wellies plus support
Mon 17  WALTHAM ABBEY FOLK CLUB • Singaround 

with surprise visitor
   STAPLERS • Club callers ‘Come All Ye’
Tue 18  ST NEOTS FOLK CLUB • Stepling Folk £9.00 / £10.00

Wed 19  ELY FOLK CLUB • Laura Smyth and Ted Kemp
   ENGLISH MISCELLANY • Club practice all sections
   LINSLEIGHDERS FOLK DANCE GROUP • 

Club Callers
Thu 20  BEDFORD FOLK DANCE CLUB • Dance with caller 

Kevin Prigmore
   BEDFORD FOLK MUSIC CLUB • Local singers 

and musicians
   REDBOURN FOLK CLUB • Christine Wheeler 

and Leigh Birkett plus floor spots
   ROUNDABOUTERS (Stevenage) • Club callers, 

end of term come-all-ye
Fri 21  BEDFORD FINE COMPANIONS • Club night 

visitors welcome
   CAMBRIDGE FOLK CLUB • Club closed
   FRIDAY FOLK • Bob Lilley
   WATFORD FOLK CLUB • Jez Lowe £12.00 
Sun 23  BLACK FEN FOLK CLUB • Ceilidh with the 

Jumping Beans Band
   HITCHIN FOLK CLUB • Club closed – 

summer holiday
Mon 24  STAPLERS • Pub evening at The Chequers Stotfold. 

Lorraine Morgan with Staplers’ musicians
   WALTHAM ABBEY FOLK CLUB • Singaround
Tue 25  ST NEOTS FOLK CLUB • Round the Room
   WHITE HORSE HERTFORD • Tim Mellor / 

Carl Hogsden
Wed 26  LINSLEIGHDERS FOLK DANCE GROUP • 

Club Callers
Thu 27  BEDFORD FOLK MUSIC CLUB • School’s 

Out Singaround
   REDBOURN FOLK CLUB • Open stage
Fri 28  BEDFORD FINE COMPANIONS • Club night, 

visitors welcome
   CAMBRIDGE FOLK CLUB • Hosting the Club Tent 

at the Cambridge Folk Festival
   FRIDAY FOLK • Garden Dance with Spring Greens 

(phone for details)
   ROYSTON FOLK CLUB • Triple Header: 

Keith Clouston, Mandy Woods & Harry Brzezinski, 
Colin Davies

   WATFORD FOLK CLUB • Spotlight Singaround 
with David Gunawardana £4.00

Sun 30  HITCHIN FOLK CLUB • Club closed – 
summer holiday

Mon 31  STAPLERS • Garden evening
   WALTHAM ABBEY FOLK CLUB • 

Singaround Feature Shorelark

tHe tranSpOrtS
a Ballad Opera aBOut tHe firSt 
fleet Of COnviCtS Sent tO auStralia

Revived and greatly expanded from Peter 
Bellamy’s original 1977 version, on one level 

‘The Transports’ is a poignant collection of songs 
and stories about the harsh penalties for ordinary 
folk who resort to minor crime in their struggle to 
make ends meet in England in the late 18th century. 
On another level, it is about migration, hardship 
and the resilience of the human spirit, with strong 
echoes of the migration crises of the present day. 

I saw the performance at The Stables, Wavendon 
and was entranced by the performances of 
the artists. None of the impressive line-up are 
professional actors but they are all well known 
in the folk world as musicians and songwriters - 
Nancy Kerr, Greg Russell, The Young ‘Uns, Rachael 
McShane (formerly of Bellowhead) and the three 
members of Faustus. A key role is played by 
Matthew Crampton whose mellow, honeyed voice 
is perfect for his role as the narrator – helping the 
audience to follow the plot and understand the 

historical context. Matthew also worked hard 
to make each show different, researching the 
names of people local to each venue who had 
suffered similar fates to the characters in the story 
and had endured hardships because of the decisions 
of industry owners and governments of the day. 

The show was charged with energy, polished, 
musically brilliant and sprinkled with lovely touches 
of humour. It was a shining example of folk music 
at its best in telling the stories of real people facing 
the hard challenges of life, individuals risking their 
own position to help others and the indomitable 
nature of the human spirit. At one point the action 
is brought right up to date by the Young ‘Uns’ song 
‘Dark Water’ – about two Syrian refugees trying to 
swim the Aegean Sea, driven by desperation to take 
great risks.

The current tour has now ended but I have 
heard rumours of an album and possibly more 
performances in the future.   The show is worth 
seeing just for the calibre of the storytelling and the 
wonderful music – but The Transports in 2017 is so 
much more. Catch it if you can!

Sandra Lawes

Dance the night away . . . It's a barn dance - or is it a ceilidh? A ceilidh (say kayley) is
your chance to dance English traditional country dances with others. The caller describes all
the moves (very simple) and the dancers walk through the whole dance - then the band
starts - and a great time is had by all ! Dance as vigorously or as sedately as you wish - and
don't worry if you get it wrong. Most dances are for couples, but singles and groups are wel-
come. There's a break at about 9.15 when we organise a dance display - generally Morris or
similar - to entertain you, and a Raffle. Tickets only £10 - singles & groups welcome. See
www.unicornceilidhs.org.uk

St Mary’s Hall, Church St,
Baldock SG7 5AE

Doors open 7.30 p.m.
Dancing 8.00 to 11.00 p.m.

FULL BAR
with REAL ALE

There’s no ceilidh in
July or August, so have
a great summer and
enjoy all the festivals,
and we’ll see you back
here for the September

ceilidh!

FRIDAY 8TH SEPTEMBER

monty’s maggot with caller polly dare

Monty's Maggot features the driving fiddles of Flos Headford and Taz Tarry,

Keith Holloway on guitar, Jeremy Tozer on melodeon, and Theresa Jones,

Vicky Benjamin and Heather White on tenor and baritone saxes to underpin

it all and round out the sound. www.montysmaggot.co.uk

Polly calls regularly with the band, and has a great repertoire

of excellent dances - a great night guaranteed!

Tickets now available on line - see the website for details: www.unicornceilidhs.org.uk

Ceilidh dates for your diary:
Fri 8th September
Fri 13th October
Fri 10th November
Fri 8th December
Sun 31st December

Advert Unicorn July - Sept 17:Layout 2 15/5/17 11:14  Page 1
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Tue 1  ST NEOTS FOLK CLUB • Club closed – 
summer holiday

Wed 2  LINSLEIGHDERS FOLK DANCE GROUP • 
Club Callers

   REDBOURN FOLK CLUB • Club closed – 
summer holiday

Thu 3  BEDFORD FOLK MUSIC CLUB • Singers Night
Fri 4  BEDFORD FINE COMPANIONS • Club closed – 

summer holiday
   CAMBRIDGE FOLK CLUB • Club closed
   FRIDAY FOLK • Closed
   WATFORD FOLK CLUB • Club closed for festivals 

and holidays
Sun 6  HITCHIN FOLK CLUB • Club closed – 

summer holiday
Mon 7  STAPLERS • Garden evening
   WALTHAM ABBEY FOLK CLUB • Singaround
Tue 8  ST NEOTS FOLK CLUB • Club closed – 

summer holiday
   WHITE HORSE HERTFORD • The Fog
Wed 9  ENGLISH MISCELLANY • Dance Out Practice
Thu 10  BEDFORD FOLK MUSIC CLUB • Local singers 

and musicians
   REDBOURN FOLK CLUB • Club closed – 

summer holiday
Fri 11  BEDFORD FINE COMPANIONS • Club closed – 

summer holiday
   CAMBRIDGE FOLK CLUB • Club closed
   FRIDAY FOLK • Closed
   ROYSTON FOLK CLUB • Showcase Session 

and Young Artists Competition
   WATFORD FOLK CLUB • Club closed for festivals 

and holidays
Sun 13  HITCHIN FOLK CLUB • Club closed – 

summer holiday
Mon 14  STAPLERS • Garden evening
   WALTHAM ABBEY FOLK CLUB • Singaround
Tue 15  ST NEOTS FOLK CLUB • Club closed – 

summer holiday
Wed 16  ELY FOLK CLUB • Club closed – summer holiday
   LINSLEIGHDERS FOLK DANCE GROUP • 

Club Callers
Thu 17  BEDFORD FOLK MUSIC CLUB • Singaround
   REDBOURN FOLK CLUB • Club closed - summer 

holiday
Fri 18  BEDFORD FINE COMPANIONS • Club closed - 

summer holiday
   CAMBRIDGE FOLK CLUB • Club closed
   FRIDAY FOLK • BBQ (phone for details)
   WATFORD FOLK CLUB • Club closed for festivals 

and holidays
Sun 20  HITCHIN FOLK CLUB • Mid-summer Special 

with Pete Morton
Mon 21  STAPLERS • Garden evening
   WALTHAM ABBEY FOLK CLUB • Singaround
Tue 22  ST NEOTS FOLK CLUB • Club closed – 

summer holiday
   WHITE HORSE HERTFORD • That Blue Patch
Wed 23  LINSLEIGHDERS FOLK DANCE GROUP • 

Club Callers
Thu 24  BEDFORD FOLK MUSIC CLUB • Singers Night
   REDBOURN FOLK CLUB • Club closed – 

summer holiday

Fri 25  BEDFORD FINE COMPANIONS • Club closed – 
summer holiday

   CAMBRIDGE FOLK CLUB • Club closed
   FRIDAY FOLK • Closed
   ROYSTON FOLK CLUB • Double Header: 

Boxwood Chessmen, The Columbines
   WATFORD FOLK CLUB • Club closed for festivals 

and holidays
Sun 27  HITCHIN FOLK CLUB • Club closed – 

summer holiday
Mon 28  STAPLERS • Closed for Bank Holiday
   WALTHAM ABBEY FOLK CLUB • Club closed 

for Bank Holiday
Tue 29  ST NEOTS FOLK CLUB • Club closed – 

summer holiday
Wed 30  LINSLEIGHDERS FOLK DANCE GROUP • 

Club Callers
Thu 31  BEDFORD FOLK MUSIC CLUB • 

Bank Holiday Singaround
   REDBOURN FOLK CLUB • Club closed – 

summer holiday

Fri 1  BEDFORD FINE COMPANIONS • Club closed – 
summer holiday

   CAMBRIDGE FOLK CLUB • Open stage with 
Jordan and Richard Matthews

   FRIDAY FOLK • Bob Barrett
   WATFORD FOLK CLUB • Singaround £5.00
Sun 3 BLACK FEN FOLK CLUB • Open Stage
   HITCHIN FOLK CLUB • Paul Downes and Phil Beer
Mon 4  STAPLERS • Club caller
   WALTHAM ABBEY FOLK CLUB • Guest Jimmy 

Grayburn aka The Lion’s Share
Tue 5  ST NEOTS FOLK CLUB • Pilgrim’s Way
Wed 6  ENGLISH MISCELLANY • Country and AGM
Thu 7  BEDFORD FOLK DANCE CLUB • Dance with caller 

to be arranged
   BEDFORD FOLK MUSIC CLUB • Local singers 

and musicians
   REDBOURN FOLK CLUB • Open stage
   ROUNDABOUTERS (Stevenage) • Dancing restarts 

after summer break
Fri 8  BEDFORD FINE COMPANIONS • Club night 

visitors welcome
   CAMBRIDGE FOLK CLUB • Bob Fox
   FRIDAY FOLK • David and Rebecca Capron 

and Colin, Harold, Mollie and Susan
   ROYSTON FOLK CLUB • Showcase Session 

and Young Artists Competition
   WATFORD FOLK CLUB • Spotlight singaround 

with Jill Waterson and Ady Shaw £5.00
Sat 9  PLACE THEATRE, BEDFORD • Wild Willy Barrett’s 

French Connection
Sun 10  BLACK FEN FOLK CLUB • Open Stage
   HITCHIN FOLK CLUB • Richard Digance plus 

The Broadside Boys
Mon 11  ENGLISH MISCELLANY • Clog 
   STAPLERS • Club caller
   WALTHAM ABBEY FOLK CLUB • Singaround
Tue 12  ST NEOTS FOLK CLUB • Eileen McGann
   WHITE HORSE HERTFORD • Green Leaves Down
Wed 13  ENGLISH MISCELLANY • Country
   ELY FOLK CLUB • Gerry Colvin Band
   LINSLEIGHDERS FOLK DANCE GROUP • 

Club Callers
Thu 14  BEDFORD FOLK DANCE CLUB • Dance with caller 

to be arranged
   BEDFORD FOLK MUSIC CLUB • Singaround
   REDBOURN FOLK CLUB • Kelly Oliver plus 

floor spots
   ROUNDABOUTERS (Stevenage) • Club night, 

country dancing
Fri 15  BEDFORD FINE COMPANIONS • Club night 

visitors welcome
   CAMBRIDGE FOLK CLUB • Two Coats Colder, 

Kaszak and Afifi
   FRIDAY FOLK • Wendy Harrup and the 

Friday Folk Band
   WATFORD FOLK CLUB • Skinner and T’Witch £7.00
Sat 16  STRUMMERS FOLK COLLECTIVE • Black Scarr 

plus support
Sun 17  BLACK FEN FOLK CLUB • Open Stage
   HITCHIN FOLK CLUB • State of the Union 

(Brooks Williams and Boo Hewerdine)
Mon 18  STAPLERS • Club caller

Tue 19 ST NEOTS FOLK CLUB • Fake Thackray
Wed 20  ENGLISH MISCELLANY • Morris 
   PLACE THEATRE, BEDFORD • Ric Saunders Trio
   LINSLEIGHDERS FOLK DANCE GROUP • 

Club Callers
Thu 21  BEDFORD FOLK DANCE CLUB • Dance with caller 

to be arranged
   BEDFORD FOLK MUSIC CLUB • Singers Night
   REDBOURN FOLK CLUB • Kim Lowings Band 

plus floor spots
   ROUNDABOUTERS (Stevenage) • Club night, 

country dancing
Fri 22  BEDFORD FINE COMPANIONS • Club night 

visitors welcome
   CAMBRIDGE FOLK CLUB • Miranda Sykes
   FRIDAY FOLK • St Albans Morris
   WATFORD FOLK CLUB • Singaround £5.00
Sun 24  BLACK FEN FOLK CLUB • Open Stage
   HITCHIN FOLK CLUB • John Tams and Barry Coope
   STAPLERS • Club caller
Tue 26 ST NEOTS FOLK CLUB • Round the Room
   WHITE HORSE HERTFORD • Matt Thomas Thompson
Wed 27  ENGLISH MISCELLANY • Country
   LINSLEIGHDERS FOLK DANCE GROUP • 

Club Callers
Thu 28  BEDFORD FOLK DANCE CLUB • Dance with caller 

to be arranged
   BEDFORD FOLK MUSIC CLUB • Singaround
   REDBOURN FOLK CLUB • Colum Sands plus 

floor spots
   ROUNDABOUTERS (Stevenage) • Club night, 

country dancing
Fri 29  BEDFORD FINE COMPANIONS • Club night 

visitors welcome
   CAMBRIDGE FOLK CLUB • Jon Betmead & 

Tom Ling, Miranda Pender, Martin Baxter
   FRIDAY FOLK • Club Callers and AGM
   ROYSTON FOLK CLUB • Concert: Megson 

and support
   WATFORD FOLK CLUB • Kim Lowings 

(& The Greenwood TBC) £8.00
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  BEDFORD • Bedford Folk Dance Club
Putnoe Heights Church, Bedford MK41 8EB
Contact: Ron D. Law, 01234 825574 
www.bedfordfolkdanceclub.com

  BEDFORD • Bedford Fine Companions Folk Dance Club
Hazeldene Lower School, Stancliffe Rd, Bedford MK41 9AT
Contact: David Cooke, 01234 823920 
www.finecompanions.synthasite.com

  BEDFORD • Bedford Folk Music Club
Kempston Hammers Sports and Social Club, 
134 High Street, Kempston, Bedfordshire MK42 7BN 
Tel: 01234 853262
Contact: Mike Blair, 01525 404513 – see us on Facebook

  BEDFORD • The Place Theatre
Bradgate Road, Bedford, MK40 3DE
Contact: Laura Pottinger, 01234 354321, 
www.theplacebedford.org.uk

  BLACK FEN • Black Fen Folk Club
NCI Sports and Social Club, 1 Holland Street, Cambridge CB4 3DL
Contact: Julie Watson 07391692278
www.facebook.com/BlackFenFolkClub

  CAMBRIDGE • Cambridge Folk Club
Golden Hind PH, 355 Milton Rd, Cambridge CB4 1SP
Contact: Marion Treby, 01638 603986 
www.cambridgefolkclub.org

  CAMBRIDGE • Strummers1
CB2, 5 Norfolk St, Cambridge, CB1 2LD
Contact: Les Ray, 07903 521412, www.strummers.org

  CAMBRIDGE • Strummers2
NCI Club, 16A Orchard St, Cambridge, CB1 1JT 
Contact: Les Ray, 07903 521412, www.strummers.org

  CAMBRIDGE • Strummers3
Golden Hind, 355 Milton Rd, Cambridge, CB4 1SP 
Contact: Les Ray, 07903 521412, www.strummers.org

  ELY • Ely Folk Club
The Old Dispensary, St Mary’s Street, Ely, 
Cambs CB7 4ER (no bar)
Contact: Ruth Bramley / Andy Wall, 01353 740999 /  
01353 664706, www.elyfolkclub.co.uk

  HErTFord • The White Horse Folk Club
White Horse PH, Castle St, Hertford SG14 1HH
Contact: Pat Crilly 07971 804418, patcrilly@hotmail.com

  HITCHIN • Hitchin Folk Club
Sun Hotel, Sun St, Hitchin, SG5 1AF
Contact: Maureen Jones, 01462 812391 
www.hitchinfolkclub.co.uk

  HITCHIN • Staplers Country Dance Club
St John’s Community Centre, St John’s Rd, 
Hitchin SG4 9JP
Contact: Cecilia Mills, 01582 881966, 
www.staplers.org.uk

  LINSLADE • Linsleighders Folk Dance Group
The Forster Institute, Waterloo Rd, Linslade, 
Leighton Buzzard LU7 2NR
Contact: Elizabeth Corser, 01525 378010, 
Elizabeth.corser@btinternet.com

  LUTON • English Miscellany 
East Hyde Village Hall, Lower Harpenden Rd (B653), 
nr Luton LU2 9QB
Contact: Eileen Heylin, 01442 255862 
www.englishmiscellany.com

  REDBOURN • Redbourn Folk Club
Old School Room, Hollybush PH, Church End,  
Redbourn AL3 7DU
Contact: Jenny McNaught, 01582 793164 
www.redbournfolkclub.org.uk

  ROYSTON • Royston Folk Club
Old Bull Inn, 56 High St, Royston SG8 9AW
Contact: Mark Gamon (showcases) 07738 183158, 
Chris Walls (concerts) 01763 260 556,  
www.roystonfolk.org

  sT albans • Folk at the Maltings
The Maltings Arts Theatre, Level 2, The Maltings, 
St Albans AL1 3HL
Contact:  Alison Macfarlane, 01727 852111
www.stalbansfolkmusic.org.uk

  ST ALBANS • Friday Folk Social Dance Club
Methodist Church, Marlborough Rd, St Albans AL1 3XG
Contact: Bob Barrett, 01727 856508 
www.fridayfolk.org.uk

  ST NEOTS • St Neots Folk Club
Priory Centre, Priory Lane, St Neots PE19 2BH
Contact: Roger Pitt, 01234 376278,  
www.stneotsfolkclub.co.uk 

  STEVENAGE • Roundabouters Country Dancing Club
Friends Meeting House, Cutty’s Lane, Stevenage, SG1 1UP
Contact: Lorna Sharpe, 01438 727 293, 
roundabouters@live.co.uk, www.roundabouters.org.uk

  WALTHAM ABBEY • Waltham Abbey Folk Club
Royal British Legion, Brooker Rd, Waltham Abbey 
EN9 1HY
Contact: Jan Ayres, 01992 613987,  
www.walthamabbeyfolkclub.com

  WATFORD • Watford Folk Club
Pump House, Local Board Rd, Lower High St, 
Watford WD17 2JP
Contact: www.folkatthepumphouse.webs.com

[ Listed alphabetically by location ]
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Ely Folk Club has been 
in existence since 

September 1990. Initially 
the club met twice a 
month, with frequent 
singers’ nights. Due to a 
lack of local performers, 
the club no longer has 
singers’ nights and meets 

just once a month, but with a guest act every time. 
Instead of floor-singers, we start each evening with a 
30-minute showcase set, often featuring a local act. 

Over the years, the club has been held in a number of 
different venues in and around Ely. In March 2013 the 
club moved to its present home: The Old Dispensary. 
This is a small venue, with no bar, but the people who 
run the pub opposite allow us to bring drinks over the 
road. Alternatively, people are welcome to bring their 
own beverages. Despite being a small club, some of the 
top folk musicians have played at the club.

Wed 13 8.00pm WOODSIDE MORRIS MEN • Practice, Pump House, Watford, WD17 2JP

Sat / Sun 16 & 17 All day BALDOCK MIDNIGHT MORRIS • Bedfordshire Steam and Country Fair, 
Old Warden Park, Beds

Wed 20 8.00pm WOODSIDE MORRIS MEN • OPEN EVENING, Pump House, Watford, WD17 2JP

Sat 23 tbc WICKET BROOD • Whitethorn’s 40th Birthday Party

Wed 27 8.00pm WOODSIDE MORRIS MEN • Practice, Pump House, Watford, WD17 2JP

Sat 1 2 & 4.00pm WOODSIDE MORRIS MEN • Courtlands Fun Day, Goodwood Rec, Watford, WD24 5LD

Sat / Sun 1 & 2 tbc WICKET BROOD • Sheringham Potty Festival

Tue 4 8.00pm WHITCHURCH MORRIS MEN • The Black Boy, Oving, HP22 4HN

8.00pm BALDOCK MIDNIGHT MORRIS • The White Hart, Flitton, Beds (guests of Redbornstoke)

Wed 5 7.00pm WOODSIDE MORRIS MEN • St Michael’s Festival, St Albans, AL3 4SH

tbc WICKET BROOD • St Michael’s Festival, St Albans, AL3 4SH

Thu 6 8.15pm LETCHWORTH MORRIS • The Fox, Willian SG6 2AE (tbc)

9.15pm LETCHWORTH MORRIS • The Three Horseshoes, Willian SG6 2AE

Sat 8 2.00pm BALDOCK MIDNIGHT MORRIS • Benington Fair, Benington Lordship, Herts

Tue 11 8.00pm WHITCHURCH MORRIS MEN • The Hampden Arms, Great Hampden, HO16 9RQ

8.00pm WICKET BROOD •White Hart, Chesham with Whitethorn

Wed 12 8.00pm WOODSIDE MORRIS MEN • The Swan, Park Road, Bushey, WD23 3EE

Thu 13 8.00pm LETCHWORTH MORRIS • Pig and Abbot, High Street, Abingdon Piggotts, SG8 0SD 
(with Devil’s Dyke Morris Men)

8.00pm BALDOCK MIDNIGHT MORRIS • The Stone Jug, Clophill, Beds (guests of Red Cuthbert)

Sat 15 2.00 – 4.00pm BALDOCK MIDNIGHT MORRIS • Berden Fair, Berden, Essex

Sun 16 1.45pm LETCHWORTH MORRIS • Shefford Fete, Hitchin Road, Shefford, SG17 5JA

3.45pm LETCHWORTH MORRIS • Shefford Fete, Hitchin Road, Shefford, SG17 5JA

Tue 18 8.00pm WHITCHURCH MORRIS MEN • The Half Moon, Wilstone, HP23 4PD

8.00pm BALDOCK MIDNIGHT MORRIS • John Bunyan, Coleman Green Lane, 
St Albans AL4 8ES (guests of Wicket Brood)

tbc WICKET BROOD • John Bunyan, Coleman Green Lane, St Albans, AL4 8ES 
(with Baldock Midnight Morris)

Wed 19 8.00pm WOODSIDE MORRIS MEN • The Old Palace, Kings Langley WD4 9HQ

Thu 20 7.45pm LETCHWORTH MORRIS • Toddington Tour (Guests of Redbornstoke Morris Men)

Sat 22 10.30am RED CUTHBERT MORRIS • Bedford Day of Dance from 10.30, around Bedford Town Centre.

Tue 25 8.00pm WHITCHURCH MORRIS MEN • The Broad Leys, Wendover Road, Aylesbury, HP21 9LB

Thu 27 8.15pm LETCHWORTH MORRIS • Stone Jug, Clophill, MK45 4BY (with Bedford Morris Men)

TBA WHITCHURCH MORRIS MEN • Dates to be confirmed. See website

Thu 10 6.00 – 6.30pm BALDOCK MIDNIGHT MORRIS • Hitchin RNLI Vintage and Classic Vehicle Rally, 
Pirton, Herts

Sat 12 tbc WICKET BROOD • Flamstead Scarecrow Festival

Tue 15 tbc WICKET BROOD • Green Man Sandridge with Tappalachian

Wed 6 tbc WOODSIDE MORRIS MEN • Granary Square, Kings Cross, London N1C 4AA

Sat 9 All day WHITCHURCH MORRIS MEN • Celebrating the 60th anniversary of Wessex Morris 
Men. Village Square, Cerne Abbas, DT2 7JG

12.30pm LETCHWORTH MORRIS • Biggleswade High Street, SG18 0JL

2.30pm LETCHWORTH MORRIS • Potton Show, St Mary’s Field, Potton, SG19 2RP

tbc WICKET BROOD • Swanage Folk Festival, Dorset

baldoCK midnight morris – Cotswold, 
Border, Raglan, Fieldtown
Contact: Steve Murphy  •  01763 245355 
www.baldockmidnightmorris.org.uk

bEdFord morris men –Cotswold, 
North West and Border 
Contact: Phil Nicholson  •  01234 772 295, 
www.bedfordmorrismen.org.uk

lETCHworTH morris men – Cotswold
Contact: Andrew Harper  •  01462 440 683 
bagman@letchworthmorris.org.uk 
www.letchworthmorris.org.uk

woodsidE morris men – Cotswold
Contact: Nick Wilson  •  07860 663 033 
www.woodsidemorrismen.com

wHiTCHurCH morris men – Cotswold
Contact:  John King, 01296 420 846
info@whitchurchmorris.org.uk  
www.whitchurchmorris.org.uk

wiCKET brood – Border Morris
Contact: Stella Lewis, 
bagman@wicketbrood.org.uk 
www.wicketbrood.org.uk

There is no Morris Page this 
issue, but we would like to 
promote all Morris and Molly 
teams in the area. If you would 
like your team to be featured, 
then please contact us...

music type: Folk / acoustic
meets: Once a month, except August
admission charge: Usually £10.00 advance / 
£11.00 on the door
guests: Guests for 2017 include Pilgrim’s Way, 
Ninebarrow, Jenna Witts, Cloudstreet, 
Gerry Colvin Band
Venue name: The Old Dispensary
Venue address: 13 St Mary’s Street, Ely, 
Cambs CB7 4ER
Parking: St Mary’s Street car park is opposite 
the venue. Parking is free.
Contact: Ruth Bramley / Andy Wall 
• 01353 740999 / 01353 664706
• admin@elyfolkclub.co.uk
• www.elyfolkclub.co.uk
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Fridays 
from 8pm 

/  

MUSIC 8PM (DOORS 7.30PM)
theplacebedford.org.uk/tickets 01234 354321

FOLK NIGHTS
08 JULY JOHN KIRKPATRICK

09 SEPTEMBER WILD WILLY  
BARRETT’S FRENCH CONNECTION 

20 SEPTEMBER RIC SAUNDERS TRIO

05 OCTOBER FAUSTUS

09 NOVEMBER GERRY COLVIN BAND

REDBOURN FOLK

 
 

THURSDAYS 8.00pm – 10.45pm

July 6th: OPEN STAGE

July 13th: Robin Gillan plus floor spots

July 20th: Christine Wheeler & Leigh Birkett 
plus floor spots

July 27th: OPEN STAGE

CLOSED DURING AUGUST

Sept: OPEN STAGE

Sept 14th: Kelly Oliver plus floor spots

Sept 21st: Kim Lowings Band plus floor 
spots

Sept 28th: Colum Sands plus floor spot
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                                                                               at The Pump House, Local Board Road, Watford  WD17 2JP 

is pleased to announce details of our 6th Write a Folk Song Competition 

This year’s theme is:  

‘Magic and Mystery’ 

What can you conjure up? 

The competition is open to receive entries from April 1st and the closing date is 1st October.  

Ten finalists will be selected to perform at this year’s Grand Final on Friday 24th November. 

For further details and to download the rules and entry form, please go to our new website at  
www.watfordfolkclub.co.uk 

 
For up to date news, visit our Watford Folk Club Facebook page 

or contact us at WatfordFolkClub@outlook.com 
 

Summer 2017 

30 Jun  Suzanne Farmer 
7 Jul Mike Bennett and Barbara,  

 Harold and Derek 
14 Jul  Barrie Bullimore and FF Band 
21 Jul  Bob Lilley 
28 Jul Garden Dance with Spring  

 Greens (phone for details) 

18 Aug Evening BBQ (phone for details)

1 Sep Bob Barrett 
8 Sep David & Rebecca Capron and  

 Colin, Harold, Mollie and Susan 
15 Sep Wendy Harrup and Friday  

 Folk Band 
22 Sep St Albans Morris 
29 Sep Club callers and AGM 

If you enjoy a 
lively barn dance, 

you'll find 
Friday Folk is 
a great way  

to meet  
like-minded 
people and 

have fun. 
Newcomers are 

always welcome. 
And there's no need 
to bring a partner. 

Meeting Fridays from 7:45 to 10:00 pm  
at The Church Hall, Marlborough Road, 

St Albans, AL1 3XG.  
www.fridayfolk.org.uk – 01727 856508 

Standard Friday admission £4 
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John Spiers, better known in 
folk circles as ‘Squeezy’ has 
made a name for himself as 

one of the leading melodeon players 
of his generation. Well known for 
his long standing partnership with 
musician extraordinaire Jon Boden 
as well as being a key member of 
‘Bellowhead’, the most successful 
folk band in recent history.

This collection of 59 new tunes reflect 
his wonderful feel for the English 
traditional repertoire and includes 
a range of dance tunes, incredibly 
sensitive slow airs, hornpipes, polkas, 
jigs, reels and schottiches.

Most of the tunes are written in the 
southern English style but include 
influences from other countries.

In order to allow for the limited keys 
available to the most common D/G 
box, the majority of tunes are written 
in the keys of D, G and E minor. 
Where tunes are in other keys, 
John has included an alternative 
transposition and suggested chords.

Available from P J Music 
(pjmusic@btinternet.com) at £11.95 
+ £2.00 P&P.

Pete Cunningham

Heavyweight in every sense, this incredible 
collectors’ hard back book traces the Show of 

Hands’ story from early childhood to their fifth sell-
out gig at the Royal Albert Hall in London on Easter 
Sunday, 2017. Weighing in at an impressive 2.6kg, it 
gives us an exclusive and candidly revealing insight 
into the lives of Steve Knightley and Phil Beer 
performing, rehearsing and relaxing.

Offering delights on every one of its 224 
beautifully produced pages, ‘No Secrets’ 
is diligently researched and skillfully 
compiled. The thousands of 
full colour photos (many rare 
and not previously public) are 
credited to over 70 photographers 
and sources, and we are also treated 
to Show of Hands’ album covers, 
songbooks, concert programmes and 
tickets, press cuttings and so much more. 

Highly visual in its presentation, the book 
has a light touch, easy to read narrative that 
complements the images. It provides a truly unique 
insight into the careers and normally very private 
lives of these two remarkable musicians and 
the many people who have been associated with 

them over the 25 years they have worked together. 
Revealing quotes from Steve and Phil are scattered 
liberally throughout – as if they are speaking 
directly to you just as they do during their gigs.

The book’s title came from Steve’s advice to a young 
musician who wanted to know the secret of a happy 

marriage, and it fully reflects the openness and 
candour of the content. We really get a feel 

for the journey they have made together 
and the relationship between these 

two giants of the folk scene. Phil is 
quoted as saying “It’s a mutual 
fan club. I greatly admire his song 
writing skills, he greatly admires 

my multi-instrumental skills.” But I 
have a feeling the respect they have for 

each other goes far deeper than that.

In my opinion, ‘No Secrets’ is well worth its £60.00 
cover price and will enthral any Show of Hands fan. 
Copies can be obtained from The Flood Gallery in 
Greenwich who sponsored its production (www.the 
floodgallery.com) 

Sandra Lawes

Everything you ever wanted to know about show of Hands...  
but were too afraid to ask!

2017
8 JULY - 9 JULY
FINALE WEEKEND

facebook.com/iofringe | lemonrock.com/iofringe | 1life.co.uk/stalbansarts 

July 8 - The IOFringe Garden Party @ The Vintry Garden, 12 - 5pm
The Carrivick Sisters, April Blue, ARC, Emma Risley, Let’s Go Camping!

July 9 - Heroes Day @ Market Place, 10.30am - 2.15pm
Starseedz, Nicholas Freestone, Number 7 Music, Papersnakes/Beth Hedges, Katie’s Jumping Fleas,  

The IOFringe Community Music Project featuring students from Cunningham Hill School &  
The University of the Third Age led by Suzie Shrubb.

A6-advert2.indd   1 09/05/2017   10:26
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ST ALBANS MORRIS

TASTER EVENING MONDAY 11TH SEPTEMBER IN ST ALBANS.
MEN AND WOMEN WELCOME TO COME AND GIVE MIXED
COTSWOLD MORRIS A TRY OUT.

CONTACTS: ANDREW TORRINGTON 01727 833028
OR BOB COMBES 01727 863727

SEE WWW.STALBANSMORRIS.ORG.UK FOR OUR SUMMER PROGRAMME

UM139 SAMM UM3 Ad (colour).indd   1 22/5/17   15:56:48



Jez lowe and The bad Pennies: Intriguing, 
touching, often riotously funny stories from North 
East England. A favourite of so many of us.

sam Kelly and The lost boys: Acknowledged as 
one of the best voices in British folk, Sam’s band is  
Ciaran Algar (fiddle) Graham Coe (cello), Toby Shaer 
(flutes, whistles) and Archie Moss (melodeon).

wild willy barrett’s French Connection: Expect 
the unexpected from WIlly, the wacky, wayward 
genius – or ‘godfather of grunge folk. With  Aurora 
Coulson, Mary Holland and John Devine.

The Fair rain: Sensationally talented septet from 
Birmingham – a ‘wow factor’ band grounded in 
tradition and winning accolades everywhere they go.

Vicki swan & Jonny dyer: Virtuoso singers and 
instrumentalists blending traditional material with 
self-penned tunes and sensitive interpretations of 
contemporary songs.

Ewan mclennan: Troubador, balladeer and 
storyteller cut in the old style. Winner of BBC 
Horizon award and recently featured in The 
Transatlantic Sessions.

The Carrivick sisters: Twins Laura and Charlotte, 
both highly accomplished musicians, perform 
original songs and instrumentals on guitar, 
mandolin, fiddle, dobro and clawhammer banjo.

alden, Patterson and dashwood: Norwich based 
trio weaving fiddle, dobro, guitar, mandolin and rich 
vocal harmonies around beautifully written songs 
and melodies.

martyn wyndham-read: A legend. With more 
than 30 albums to his credit,  Martyn’s superb 
interpretations of a wide range of material have 
made him a favourite all around the world.

liz simcock: One of the very finest 
singer / songwriters you’ll hear 
anywhere, with a strong, expressive 
voice and a fresh, entertaining style.

Emily slade: A gorgeous voice with  traditional 
and self-penned songs in a fresh, original style.

The Jacquelyn Hynes Trio: Flautist and composer 
Jacquelyn Hynes has supported such leading Irish 
musicians as Martin Hayes, Michael McGoldrick 
and Dónal Lunny.

ben smith and Jimmy brewer: A duo noted for 
their close harmonies and intricate, accomplished 
guitar work, they perform songs in a range of blues, 
folk and bluegrass styles.

So what can you say to that lot, then?  
The correct response is: ‘where do I buy tickets?’ 
The answer: kimptonfolk.uk.

See you in Kimpton on 1 July!
Doug Jenner 

kimptonfolk.uk

If you come to Kimpton Folk Festival, you won’t have the opportunity to win a brand new Mercedes Benz 
CLA Class, a luxury holiday for four to the Seychelles or a crate of vintage Dom Perignon 1998 Plénitude. 
But while this may seem disappointing, we can offer you the musical equivalent. This second Kimpton 

Folk Festival features some of the world’s finest folk artists, free concerts and dancing at the village green, 
delicious street food, real ale from Farr Brew, stalls, children’s face painting, storytelling, dancing, pub 
sessions and instrumental workshops. 

Now take a look at this line up, then book your tickets – while we still have some left!

see their ad on the inside front cover {Ed.}
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Situated in a beautiful part 
of the country, the luxurious 
holiday park has great facilities 
and everything you need 
under one roof

With your accommodation 
for the weekend being just 
a short walk away from the 
music you won’t need to 
worry about booking that 
taxi to take you home or to a 
hotel at the end of each night. 
Also - our parking is free for 
the weekend - so you don’t 
have to worry about where 
you leave your car. So whether 
you’re local to North Devon, 
travelling from the other side 

of the country or overseas to 
be with us, you’ll only have 
to focus on the music and 
enjoying yourself.

If you fancy a stroll into 
Ilfracombe, to maybe see 
world renowned artist Damien 
Hirst’s Verity sculpture in 
our picturesque port – we’re 
situated only minutes away. 
Alternatively, if you want to 
chill out (literally), why not 
have a stroll on one of the 
many fine and award winning 
beaches in and around the 
area, with secluded coves and 
wide stretches of golden sand 
and crashing surf.

We’ve already started to 
countdown the days....  
so why not join us in 
Ilfracombe this October!

Early Bird Tickets are £119 
per person and ONLY £102 
each for four people sharing... 
for a limited period

3 Day Advance Ticket with self 
catering accommodation £129 
(based on two people sharing) 
and £145 (Single Occupancy)

Tickets can be purchased by 
calling 01472 349 222 or online 
at www.ilfracombefolkfestival.
co.uk/tickets.html

Great Music!    Great Place!    Great Value!



1  The Baker’s Son from Martin Kaszak & 
Faradena Afifi is a really listenable affair, as well 
as being very pleasantly produced. It features 
12 tunes (a mix of both originals, traditional and 
contemporary) all featuring elegant fingerpicked 
guitar and vocals from Martin, and vocals and 
violin-family playing from Faradena. The lyrics 
come across really clearly and the addition of a few 
other musicians here and there add interesting 
textures to the mix. The CD is attractively packaged 
using a black and white design, with interesting 
use of photography and a booklet for the lyrics. It is 
released on the Clunk & Rattle record label –  
more information on obtaining the cd from 
www.clunkandrattle.com.

2 Unafraid and Sober is the second CD from 
Hunter Muskett that we have reviewed (see Issue 
130). This new one was some two years in the 
making, and the resulting production values are 
second to none. The CD contains 11 tracks (mostly 
self-penned) – in addition to the four key members 
of the band, some very high quality musicians have 
been employed to give the CD a very lush ‘studio’ 
sound (a more ‘Dire Straits’ than ‘average folk club’ 
vibe!). The tunes are very catchy and I found  
it perfect listening for any length of car journey! 
As with the recording quality, the overall package is 
excellently produced, with a beautifully designed CD 
case and booklet for lyrics, photos and notes.  
More information from www.huntermuskett.com.

3 In contrast to the above, Parallel Crossing 
by Cambridge-based Chris Fox is a very home-
produced affair – and none the worse for it! The CD 
case is a brown card envelope, with a simple white 
label stuck to it front and back (the front featuring 
a great piece of artwork by artist Emily Bowers 
depicting (presumably) Chris himself with the head 
of a fox!). The CD contains 10 tracks of self-penned 

tunes, all delivered with Chris’ accomplished 
guitar and gravelly vocal work. Overall this is a 
refreshingly ‘live’ sounding album and I really loved 
it! More information from www.chrisfoxmusic.org

4 In Any Weather from Owen Woods is a real treat 
for any solo melodeon enthusiast (or even just 
general folk fan) out there... It features 13 tunes 
from the genre, all expertly presented by Owen. The 
recording quality is superb, and the overall mood 
of the CD is perfect for either quiet reflection or 
concentrated enjoyment. The CD cover is beautifully 
designed, and a bit of added interest is the thanks 
given to the numerous contributors who helped fund 
the project through a kickstarter campaign. Owen 
is a true polymath (see his website for all the things 
he does) and we hope to hear more from him in the 
future. See www.melodeonmusic.com.

5 The descriptive title of Jon Bickley’s Live at 
Chesham Folk Club pretty much sums up this 
recording! The CD features 10 tracks featuring just 
Jon and his guitar, presumably recorded completely 
live and with no tweaks or fixes – again it’s a live 
and honest recording as a result. The CD cover is 
a simple black and white affair containing very few 
liner notes, but with no indication of what night or 
over what period the CD was recorded?  
More information from www.jonbickley.com.

6 Bare in the Woods from Martin Olyett is again 
another very much self-produced CD – and once 
again I really liked it as a result! The cover details 
for the CD are extremely sparse, giving away little of 
what is to come. The recording is really just Martin 
singing his self-penned tunes, accompanying himself 
on guitar. Both things are very nicely done, with a 
very honest reproduction of how I assume Martin 
sounds live. One sleeve note thanks the Watford Folk 
Club (so I presume he is a regular performer there) 
– the other note says the CD is produced by Pete 

“Dorset Tales”
The Straw Horses

I reviewed the first Straw 
Horses CD (Calendar) way 

back in Issue 127 (July to 
August 2014), so was really 

delighted when once again their new offering 
dropped through my door.

Dorset Tales (released April 2017) is very similar 
to Calendar in its extremely high production 
values, but with a few new additions and 
subtle differences. Once again the CD shows a 
collaboration between the lyricist Mavis Ellen 
Jackson and the composer / songwriter Rob Bray. 
This time the CD relates a series of folky tales and 
events from the county of Dorset.

The band line up has changed slightly since 
Calendar with the introduction of new singer 
Corinne Lucy, but I was glad to hear that her 
and Rob’s voices still work brilliantly together 
on this new release. The arrangements and 
playing on the tunes highlight Rob’s characteristic 
professionalism and skill (again as originally 
showcased on Calendar), but with an even greater 
depth and character. There is even the use of the 
Perthro Chamber Orchestra on some of the tracks, 
as well as some percussion and general lush 
treatments to help bring the tales to life.

The CD is beautifully packaged, with illustrations 
once again from artist Claire Aberlé, and full song 
lyrics which help reveal the story behind each track.

The band’s website describes the CD in the 
following way: “...a magically rich feast of vocals, 
guitars, upright bass, and percussion, elevated by 
orchestral arrangements that teeter exquisitely on 
the border of breathtaking beauty and unnerving 
darkness. The perfect musical setting for our nine 
tales of intrigue, murder, mystery, derring-do, 
witchcraft, smuggling, and English eccentricity...”

... I couldn’t have said it better myself!

More information from www.thestrawhorses.co.uk

Clive Batkin

we have been inundated with Cds over the last few issues – the breadth of talent in the 
unicorn area never ceases to amaze us! unfortunately we have very limited publication 

space in each issue and so simply haven’t been able to write reviews for them all. However, 
rather than not feature them at all, we thought it better to break with our normal review 
tradition and try to give a potted description for the most recent... so, in no particular order:

White (who I am assuming (again) is the same PW 
of Navaro fame...). A quick internet search shows a 
few videos of Martin performing but, having heard 
the CD, I’d love to know more about him!

7 The title of this next CD, ‘I thought I was the  
only one!’, refers to the playing of the dulcimer in 
East Anglia – and this release is a real treasure 
trove for anyone interested in that field. The 
package is truly impressive, with both a CD and a 
DVD presented in a six-panel gatefold cover with 
comprehensive notes information. The CD has 
38 tracks of playing from numerous players, with 
10 9including interviews) from Billy Bennington 
additionally on the  DVD. I’m not enough of an 
expert in the instrument to comment on all of 
the content, but I certainly enjoyed listening and 
watching the whole affair,  and I know a lot more 
about the subject than I did when the product first 
arrived! More information from www.veteran.co.uk 
or www.eastangliandulcimers.org.uk.

8  The Lady in the Lake is the first album from 
Sedbuskers, who a lot of you may know as Ian 
and Sue Bembridge from the Bullenbush Band. 
The CD, which has very nice cover artwork from 
Sue, contains 11 tracks, mostly self-penned with 
a couple of traditional arrangements. The duo use 
a couple of guest musicians to add texture and 
fullness to some of the tracks, all of which have a 
very honest and live sound to the recordings. More 
information from www.bullenbushmusic.co.uk.

9  Moment in Time from Two Coats Colder is the 
very nicely produced new release from this well 
known folk band. The CD features 14 tracks, with 
all but four written and arranged by the band (who 
also do all their own recording, producing and 
mixing!). The blend of instruments and voices is 
both professional and interesting, with everything 
recorded with extreme clarity. The CD artwork 
features great photography from Kate Bullen, and 
the overall ‘vibe’ of the shots is a good indication of 
what is inside. More information on the band and 
their CDs from www.twocoatscolder.com.
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More reviews in 
the next issue, 

including CDs from 
Daria Kulesh & 

Thursday’s Band...



 

new roots 2017 took place at the Trestle arts 
base in st albans on sunday 2nd april and, as 
usual, the place was buzzing with excitement. 

The audience was made up of club and festival 
organisers, parents and supporters of the performers 
and, of course, those from the norwich Folk Club who 
have supported us so well over the years.

The programme started at 11:00am. and first to 
take the stage were Between Two Streams who 
started with a set of Welsh tunes, followed by a set 
of Swedish tunes. The arrangements of the tunes 
were very effective and their playing showed a lot 
of potential. They were followed by Emma Risley, 
a great singer / guitarist who was confident and 
poised on stage. Her mature voice conveyed the 
emotion of the songs she sang and the judges are 
sure she will go on to great things.

The Wriggle Jigglers were next, a young band of 
seven instrumentalists whose ages ranged from 9 
to 16 years. They clearly enjoyed playing together, 
their vocal harmonies worked well and the 
audience certainly enjoyed listening to them. 

Rose Ford sang her own songs. The arrangements 
were well crafted and the guitar accompaniment 
was effective. She was followed by Clarke Camilleri 
who made an immediate connection with a very 
appreciative audience. Good voice and finger-
picking guitar style and a creative choice of chords.

Megan Wisdom was next. She had a good stage 
presence and undoubtedly ‘owned the stage’. She 
entertained us with a good choice of songs including 
Queen of Hearts and the Female Drummer. Thomas 
Evans followed with his beautiful lyrical accordion 
playing. The audience were thoroughly engaged by 
his playing and lightness of touch. Two sisters, the 
Aldyn Duo played viola and accordion. They made 
good use of their technical skill and had some great 
arrangement ideas.

Just when we thought it couldn’t possibly get any 
better, onto the stage walked Bow By Bow, a fiddle/
cello duo. Their playing was absolutely beautiful, 
totally together. Finn Collinson came next with his 
very accomplished recorder playing ability. His 
use of loops was interesting (and very brave!) with 
longer sections than are usually heard. 

Unfortunately Blathnaid McCullagh was unwell and, 
although she had made a long journey to be at New 
Roots, decided that she would only do one song, 
but what a song it was! Her voice was spellbinding. 

Beautiful ornamentation and both audience and 
judges would have loved to hear more.

Rowan Piggott charmed us all with his song about 
Bees. He is a very well developed Irish-style fiddle 
player and made an excellent connection with the 
audience.

The day finished with a very engaging and varied set 
from Queerly Beloved Ceilidh. The performance by 
the four musicians was engaging and full of energy 
with great arrangements. What a finish to a really 
great day!

New Roots has always been run on a shoestring so 
the organisers were delighted when local dance 
group, English Miscellany, generously donated some 
funds for a three year period. This year, it was nearly 
enough to pay for the hire of Trestle for the day. 
Many thanks to English Miscellany for giving this 
excellent support to these young performers.

lynne Heraud

Options can include:

the perfect gift for the musician or music fan alike...

www.plectrumart.wordpress.com

CB1416 Plectrum Jewellery ad (colour).indd   1 31/5/17   18:41:35

Afternoon of Sunday 8th October 2017 at 3pm - £12.00*
Sound Tradition

Afternoon of Sunday 12th November 2017 at 3pm -  £12.00* 
Martyn Wyndham-Read + Iris Bishop

Afternoon of Sunday 11th February 2018 at 3pm -  £12.00*
On the Hither Side of the Hedge

 (plus  English step dance workshop -12:00 - 1:15  see our web site for details)
 

Afternoon of Sunday 11th March 2018 at 3pm -  £12.00*
Narthen (Coope, Simpson, Freya, Fraser)

 

Tickets from www.ticketsource.co.uk

Adults: £8 (£6 in advance); Children: £5 (£3.50 in advance)
Advanced family ticket (2+2): £15

Find us on Facebook for details

Evenings of live
traditional music

and dance in 
Stanstead Abbotts 

every month  
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There is a perception that Morris dancing 
is a pastime reserved for those of a 
distinguished age. If that’s true, nobody 

seems to have told Young Miscellany who have 
been providing children’s Morris displays for a 
quarter of a century, and recently celebrated 
their 25th anniversary with a day of dance in 
Harpenden. They have thrived uninterrupted 
throughout that period, providing a safe setting 
for youngsters to learn, rehearse and perform 
English folk dance.

YM perform at a number of events and can be 
seen at the Folk by the Oak festival at Hatfield 
every year. The benefits of YM for children 
include learning to work as a team and improving 
co-ordination, as well as the self-confidence 
gained through performance. Or, as one of our 
members, Clover (9) says, “I like making new 
friends and enjoying festivals together, plus 
dancing is fun and good exercise”.

Unlike most sides, YM does not restrict itself 
to one tradition, and its repertoire includes 
Cotswold, Northwest, Country, Border, Molly, 
Step clog, and Maypole. This mixture offers 
a broad experience, often resulting in former 
members going on to dance in a favourite style 
into adulthood. YM has performed Rapper, 
and competed in the Dancing England Rapper 
Tournament (DERT).

The band is also open for young members, 
and Henry (7) says that “playing in the YM band 
 is good fun and gives me a chance to play 
different instruments”.

No piece on YM would be complete without 
mentioning the contribution of its founder, Lynda 
Swaine, who has continued to lead it throughout 
its life. As well as teaching, organising and 
dealing with queries, she is YM’s costumier. 
Without Lynda’s sustained energy, it is hard to 
imagine how YM would thrive.

We are always looking for new recruits and would 
invite anybody interested to come to one of our 
Sunday morning practices in Harpenden with no 
obligation, to have a try dancing or just watch the 
proceedings. Our contact details are:

Tel / text: 07961 853717  

Email: lynda.swaine@btinternet.com

Web: www.youngmiscellany.co.uk

FB: Young Miscellany

Joe French, YM Band Leader

young Miscellany Silver anniversary
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WWW.FOLKBYTHEOAK.COM
OR CALL THE BOX OFFICE ON: 01432 355 416

BRING A BOTTLE & A PICNIC
JOIN OUR 10TH FESTIVAL CELEBRATIONS!

Family friendly • Children’s activities
Workshops • Craft tent • Vintage tent

Music stalls • Delicious Food • Real Ale Bar

BRING A BOTTLE & A PICNIC
JOIN OUR 10TH FESTIVAL CELEBRATIONS!

Family friendly • Craft tent • Music stalls
Recycled gifts • Delicious food stalls • Real ale bar

Children’s activities • Storytelling

A festival of folk’s �nest acts gathered in beautiful 
leafy parkland for one uplifting summer day of music.

ACORN STAGE

LEVELLERS 
PERFORMING LEVELLING THE LAND LIVE

KATE RUSBY • ERIC BIBB
SHOW OF HANDS

SHAKE THE CHAINS
THIS IS THE KIT • LEVERET

SAM KELLY & THE LOST BOYS
PATCH & THE GIANT

HANNAH SANDERS & BEN SAVAGE
THE HUT PEOPLE • FARA • KITTY MACFARLANE 

LONDON YOUTH FOLK ENSEMBLE

Follow 
us on:

Registered charity no. 1106746
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